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This 21-day tour rated very highly with both the participants and the leader, for a number of reasons.  Not 

only did we see every endemic bird we aimed for, but this was the first tour on which Brent had managed 

to see all four targeted kiwi species well, and heard great-spotted kiwi.  Partly, this was due to excellent 

weather during most of the tour, something that success with kiwi at least is often dependent.  We had 

four excellent pelagic tours, with the weather being very kind to us on each (a little too kind off Whitianga 

with almost no wind), and some amazing seabird spectacles.  The clouds of albatross we encountered off 

Stewart Island will remain one of the major highlights of the tour for most, and certainly will take a lot of 

beating on subsequent New Zealand tours. 

So not only did we do really well on the birds (161 species seen, plus heard great-spotted kiwi), but we saw 

much of New Zealand’s spectacular scenery in beautiful weather (ok we only saw the flanks of Mt Cook 

poking out of the cloud), and had a great time as well.  The group got on really well, we had a lot of laughs, 

poked a lot of fun at each other, and some of us even learnt a few new words along the way.  Thanks for 

making it such an enjoyable trip guys! 

Brent Stephenson (leader and co-owner of Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ) 

PS. I should just mention that all exaggerations, bad jokes, and artistically licensed information contained 

within the tour report below is solely and whole-heartedly mine! 

 

1 November 2010 – Day One 

Well a pretty excellent first day.  Sunny blue skies, light breezes and great birds to start the tour off, and 

then an awesome home-cooked dinner before heading out for kiwi tonight.  We started by checking out 

the Mangere area for waders, getting a number of waterfowl, including Paradise shelduck, Pacific black 

duck, Australasian shoveler, and of course the ubiquitous mallard.  A large flock of bar-tailed godwit with 

red knot were also out on the mud as the tide dropped, and several distant wrybill (BVD – better views 

desired) put in an appearance.  Sacred kingfisher, swamp harrier, and great cormorant were seen in rapid 

succession, and abundant welcome swallows and introduced blackbirds, song thrushes, and spotted dove 

were also found. 

Moving on through the western suburbs of Auckland we headed to Muriwai Beach to see the scenically 

placed Australasian gannet colony.  Lots of birds were in attendance, mostly with eggs, although one chick 

about two weeks old was spotted.  White-fronted terns were displaying and courting with males flying 

around with fish in their bills, despite some already being on eggs on their cliff-site nests.  A massive flock 

of feeding gannets could also be seen well offshore, but alas no sign of any marine mammals feeding with 

them. 

Heading northwards we made a quick stop for New Zealand grebe (dabchick), NZ scaup, grey teal and our 

first grey warblers (gerygone), before then heading off again and finding the often seen reef egret at 

Waiwera estuary.  A pair of Caspian terns also flew overhead. 

We basically then headed northwards with the intention of getting to our accommodations near Trounson 

in the early afternoon, so that we could rest up before dinner.  A calling shining bronze cuckoo soon put pay 
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to that though (!), and we all had great views of the bird being chased by a grey fantail – something that 

has been reported on www.birdingNZ.net twice in the last week or so.  Grey warblers, grey fantails and the 

odd tui, as well as the usual introduced species, made the hour or so before dinner an enjoyable one. 

After dinner we headed out in the search for Northern brown kiwi...they didn’t come easy, but they did 

come!  I have never heard kiwi calling so much, we had at least three male calls followed closely by female 

calls (several at very close range), and then many male calls that went without female responses.  A lot of 

morepork calling too.  In the end we had views of two kiwi at relatively close range, and heard several 

others scuffling through the undergrowth further in.  Topped off with cave weta, banded kokupu (a native 

fish), and long-finned eel a pretty nice evening.  Even time for a little star-gazing with scope views of Jupiter 

and its moons...in all a pretty awesome first day on tour with the team. 

 

Bird of the day – Northern brown kiwi x 3, shining bronze-cuckoo x 3 

Day total – Seen = 54 + 1 heard (morepork); new for the trip = 54; total for the trip to date = 54 
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2 November 2010 – Day Two 

An easy start to the day following our nocturnal visitations.  We awoke to another fine day, and a very fine 

breakfast.  California quail on the lawn and we were off, passing more sacred kingfishers than you could 

poke a stick at.  Heading back down through Dargaville and across towards Whangarei we soon had a mealy 

of feral specialties with displaying peacocks, gobbling wild turkey’s, and (very) feral geese.  Cor, what a 

start!  A stop near Waipu revealed the long staying pair of Australasian little grebes, and made for great 

comparisons with dabchick right there as well.  A little bit of calling and pouting was obviously called for, by 

the birds that is. 

Then down through Waipu to collect lunch and on to the Waipu Estuary where we had probably around 

10% of the breeding population of New Zealand fairy tern in sight within a few minutes.  It seemed the 

male was catching small fish not far from the carpark and then heading across to the female incubating a 

single egg on a nest near the spit.  Good to see the age of chivalry is not over amongst fairy terns.  They 

probably need it with such low numbers, although sounds like another pair with nest at this site also 

currently.  Let’s wish them luck. 

Lots of variable oystercatchers were on the estuary with adults and juveniles alike, and of course the usual 

commotions when the neighbours got too close, etc.  Bar-tailed godwit, a couple of red knot, and a handful 

of ruddy turnstone were also present, as were several New Zealand dotterel (plover), and a single reef 

egret (something I haven’t seen at this site before). 

Several little pied cormorant, a single little black cormorant, and a few pied cormorants were also around 

(with great being seen later making a four cormorant day).  A bunch of Caspian terns seemed to look like 

they were breeding on the northern side of the rivermouth. 

Having scope views of the incubating fairy tern was a real treat, and so we decided to head south along the 

coast to see what we might find...just happened to be an Australasian bittern that decided we couldn’t 

seen him for the 10+ minutes we stood there at 60m with scopes trained on him.  VERY good views of this 

pretty cool bird, as it stood in the open amongst the aerial roots of the mangroves, with quite a number of 

white-faced herons around it.  When people are describing the colour of the iris, you know they are getting 

a good look!  I got some photos, but not up to par. 

We then continued south, through Warkworth and out towards Matakana where we had two Kookaburra 

perched on power lines.  Interesting to see both song thrush and blackbirds mobbing them.  Obviously, 

they know this kingfisher’s penchant for fledglings.  We then decided to carry on out to Tawharanui 

Regional Park while our luck was holding.  Picking up local Kevin Parker on the way, we had North Island 

kaka at his house, before getting prolonged scope views of buff-banded rails in superb light at the park.  

Brown teal, including a mother with 7 ducklings, and several bellbird, copious tui, and a number of Eastern 

rosellas (finally good views), and there were a lot of smiles in the van on the way back to Warkworth. 

And the forecast looks good for the pelagic tomorrow... 

 

Bird of the day – Kookaburra x1, Eastern rosella x1, New Zealand dotterel x2, Australasian bittern x2 

Day total – Seen = 60 + 1 heard (shining bronze-cuckoo); new for the trip = 17; total for the trip to date = 71 
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3 November 2010 – Day Three 

WOW!  I have to say these guys are just being spoilt!  Today was an absolutely unforgettable pelagic on the 

Hauraki Gulf...and I have spent a lot of time on it with the NZ storm-petrel research, pelagics, and other 

assorted trips.  It never ceases to amaze and no two days are ever the same... 

We headed out at 8am with first class skipper Brett Rathe on the ‘Assassin’ – if you ever need a skipper for 

the Hauraki Gulf for birding or fishing he is the man!  Relatively cloudy to start with this soon cleared to 

blue skies as we got out further, and the wind was a light, less than 10 knot, easterly all day.  Sea conditions 

were also pretty good with probably less than 1m most of the day.  As we headed out towards Little Barrier 

we started encountering fluttering and flesh-footed shearwaters, and a lot of fairy prions.  A quick stop to 

get good looks at these birds and common diving petrels, before heading onwards to stop briefly for a 

couple of confiding little penguins.  As we reached a point several nautical miles NW of Little Barrier Island 

we crossed a really productive current line which had literally hundreds of white-faced storm-petrels 

feeding on it, with large numbers of fluttering shearwaters and fairy prions also present.  Brett slowed and 

scanning up the current line I spotted the distinctive white rump of a New Zealand storm-petrel (read about 

the rediscovery of this supposedly ‘extinct’ species unrecorded for around 150 years on Wrybill Birding 

Tours, NZ website).  I yelled and Brett stopped, but further scanning didn’t find it and so we motored a few 

hundred metres upwind and then put the anchor down and began to chum (throw fish bits and burley out 

to attract the birds).  Before too long we had hundreds of white-faced storm-petrels, flesh-footed 

shearwaters, and fairy prions within metres of us...a good start!  Cook’s petrels and Buller’s shearwaters 

drifted past in low numbers, with the odd sooty shearwater, but it took what seemed like an eternity for 
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the first NZ storm-petrel to arrive.  Whoops of joy went up of course as the bird made several close passes 

to the boat giving everyone excellent views.  Hard to believe that before our first sighting in 2003 this bird 

was almost unknown.  A single black (Parkinson’s) petrel made an appearance, and so by lunchtime we had 

seen almost all of what had been expected. 

We decided to pull anchor and head to the Mokohinau Islands to check for grey ternlet, but it was clearly a 

little early in the season, with no birds present on the rocks.  On the way however we did get good views 

(or as good as they get) of a little shearwater.  The Australasian gannet colony was in full swing and white-

fronted terns and red-billed gulls were also nesting nearby.  Taking our lunch in a sheltered spot we were 

able to listen to the bellbirds and tui calling on the surrounding rock stacks, and saw several red-crowned 

parakeet flying around...but the best was yet to come. 

Heading out past the continental shelf drop, we got into water around 135m deep.  Here Brett rigged the 

sea-anchor and then set about industriously chumming as only he can.  Within minutes a good flock of 

birds, mostly flesh-footed shearwater, with the odd Buller’s shearwater and Cook’s petrel drifting past.  But 

within a few minutes the first NZ storm-petrel came past and started feeding in the slick.  Over the course 

of the next few hours we had at least four different birds come in and circle the boat, feeding on the slick.  

We again had small numbers of sooty shearwater come past, and numbers of Cook’s petrels seemed to 

slowly increase.  But the next surprise was a little larger, with an albatross approaching.  This of course met 

with more whoops, but the diagnosis was a little slow in coming.  This bird essentially looked like a subadult 

Salvin’s albatross, but with a rather bright bill, especially considering its age.  Dark marks to the upper and 

lower mandible were puzzling and I really wondered about the possibility of Chatham albatross.  However, 

taking stock of the photos when back at the accommodation I think it probably was a Salvin’s (certainly 

more likely).  A little while later the call went up for ‘Pterodroma petrel’ just as I got on to a large dark 

‘cookilaria’ type bird approaching the boat which could only be one thing...MOTTLED PETREL!  The bird flew 

past giving good but relatively brief views...and I was gob-smacked, a little late for migration I would have 

thought.  Seems it wasn’t though, as over the next hour we had another EIGHT birds go past, all heading 

south-east, and several sightings were of two birds at once.  Several of them passed very close to the boat 

and gave outstanding views of this awesome petrel.  We also had two Buller’s albatross around us for quite 

a bit of the afternoon, as well as all of the other common species seen earlier, with several passes by little 

shearwater also.  Two blue sharks also put on a good show around the boat, and it got to the point where 

people were almost ignoring the calls of ‘NZ stormie coming in’, ‘Buller’s albatross at the back of the boat’, 

etc.  We were spoilt, with the only species not seen being grey-faced petrel. 

We decided to start heading back in about 4:30pm, and as we passed the Mokohinau Islands again had a 

Cape petrel (Antarctic race) come in to the boat, so we stopped for a bit to admire this Southern Ocean 

specialty.  A little while later amid the cloud of flesh-footed shearwaters following the boat a Northern 

giant petrel was spotted and again stopping, the bird came right in for excellent views. 

I guess the icing on the cake (as if it wasn’t already iced!) was a small pod of short-beaked common 

dolphins that came right in and surfed for a little while as we got closer to land.  Icing on the icing were a 

couple of weka on Kawau Island.  Smiles, sunburnt cheeks, and wobbly legs met land and then had another 

excellent dinner.  I think it is going to rain tomorrow. 

 

Bird of the day – New Zealand storm-petrel x5 (I made them vote for it!), mottled petrel x1 

Day total – Seen = 38; new for the trip = 19; total for the trip to date = 90 
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4 November 2010 – Day Four 

We were up and off, with a quick stop at the Supermarket to pickup food and a search of the local park to 

see what was about – NZ pigeon showed well.  Then headed to Gulf Harbour, where we boarded the ferry 

and headed out on pretty calm waters to Tiritiri Matangi Island – one of NZs best know island reserves.  As 

we left Gulf Harbour a distant reef egret was spotted (third of the trip), and fluttering shearwaters soon put 

in an appearance.  White-fronted terns were on the rock as we approached Tiri, and a single pale phase 

Arctic skua was seen rising way up into the sky near gannets which were doing the same. 

As we listened to Darryl the Ranger give a briefing the sound of the bird song around was music to our ears, 

with some many new calls.  We pretty much had to hot-foot it up to the bunkhouse to get settled in, but on 

the way had outstanding views of many of the threatened species that call this island home – North Island 

saddleback, brown teal, red-crowned parakeet, and of course the more common species such as 

whitehead, tui and bellbird.  With massive amounts of flax flowering many of the birds were showing their 

rare ‘yellow-fronted’ forms, with good dustings of flax pollen on their foreheads, something that often 

catches people out!  ‘Greg’ the takahe was near the lighthouse to greet us, along with lots of his smaller 

flying cousins, pukeko (purple swamphen). 

We quickly settled into our bunkhouse accommodation, had a cuppa and bite to eat, and then headed out 

to ‘clean up’ on everything else.  Really the main target bird was North Island kokako, with everything else 

likely to just fall into place as we walked around the trails on the island.  And within a pretty short time we 

had crippling views of a male kokako singing to his heart’s content, and then feeding, within feet of us.  The 
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female put in several ‘guest’ appearances, but she was obviously a little more preoccupied with nesting, 

being very close to laying eggs.  Several North Island robins almost went unnoticed they were so close and 

unobtrusive. 

We then had great views of stitchbird near one of the feeders, and saw several others obviously defending 

territories around the various nest-boxes.  Arriving at one of the dams we sat and waited for a spotless 

crake to show itself.  Within seconds one did, but only briefly with better views desired by all.  A good 

chunk of time later the bird came out and we had stunning views of this cracking little bird for more than 

10 minutes as it wandered and fed along the edge of the pond, completely in the open.  I might have 

missed the flightless Henderson rail, but we nailed this one! 

Heading  back to the bunkhouse we rested up, and then I cranked the BBQ up and dazzled everyone with 

my culinary skills.  Nothing better than steak on the BBQ, new potatoes, salad, and a good NZ wine to wash 

it down.  I had even done some ‘baking’ earlier and produced a couple of apple and berry pies...I think I 

might have impressed the troops!  There was no time for accolades though as we headed out to look for 

little spotted kiwi.  With moderate to strong winds and the threat of rain, it wasn’t looking too good, but 

after hearing several males call we were treating to absolutely stunning views of a female right in front of 

us on the edge of the road.  She wandered to within several metres of us, giving relatively prolonged views 

(for a little spot which can be a little hasty sometimes) for about 3-4 minutes.  Fantastic!  Some of us then 

headed down to the other end of the island as it started to rain, and were treated to equally stunning views 

of a tuatara right by the track, not bothered at all and slowly heading off out of sight.  As the rain came 

down we headed back knackered by happy!  Quite a few little penguins were out and about, always 

surprising me as to why they bother walking 500m + to nest sites they could have put right by the 

shoreline?!  Another celebratory glass of wine and to bed, as the rain rattled on the roof. 

 

Bird of the day – Kokako x3, bellbird x1, little spotted kiwi x2 

Day total – Seen = 50 + 1 heard (morepork); new for the trip = 11; total for the trip to date = 101 
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5 November 2010 – Day Five 

Up to a cloudy and very humid morning on Tiri.  We spent time walking the tracks and getting to know 

some of the birds seen the day before a little better, before catching a water taxi back to the mainland.  

The ride back was a little bumpy with a stiff breeze from the SW, but we bundled into the van and headed 

southwards. 

With time up our sleeves before the high tide at Miranda we made a diversion across Auckland to the 

Waitakere Ranges to ‘Ark in the Park’.  This is a mainland location where intensive predator control and 

reintroduction of endangered birds is occurring.  We made this our lunch stop, scanning the hills 

surrounding  the carpark for birds, with a lot of NZ pigeon flying around and displaying, as well as tui, 

bellbird, grey warbler, fantail and silvereye.  Our first dunnock of the trip was heard singing, and a brief 

attack by a harrier on a tui nest was seen, with the harrier seen to make off with a black blob in its talons 

and tui aggressively calling and chasing.  No sulphur-crested cockatoo though! 

We then headed back through Auckland and towards Miranda.  Checking into the accommodation we then 

headed to the Miranda Shorebird Centre to see what had been seen recently, before then heading down to 

the Stilt Ponds.  The tide was coming in and looked like it was going to be fairly high, so the flocks of bar-

tailed godwit and red knot that were out on the mudflats were soon starting to be pushed higher towards 

us.  Amongst the small flock of about 50-odd wrybill we spotted three curlew sands, three red-necked 

stint...and bird of the day for Art – sharp-tailed sandpiper.  These things are rarer than hen’s teeth 

whenever Art is around, so when the first bird I saw as I walked up to the hide was a sharp-tailed sandpiper, 

I knew he was going to be a happy man...you can tell what his vote for ‘Bird of the Day’ went to!  The flock 

of black-billed gulls were getting amorous and looked like they were starting to attempt nest-building.  

Several Royal spoonbill and Pacific golden plover were around, and we just enjoyed the spectacle as the 

godwit and knot were gradually pushed off the mud and flew overhead to roost on the ponds.  Pretty cool.  

No hudwits or black-tailed amongst the godwit though, and the semi-palmated plover that has recently 

been around Miranda didn’t show its beak. 

We then headed down to Kaiaua to the famous fish and chip shop for dinner, before retiring back to the 

accommodations to do the checklist (and some to take a dip in the hot pools!).  Meanwhile I tried to catch 

up on blog, photos, etc. whilst my wife and mates partied up for her birthday, sending me photo-texts of 

the havoc they were creating with my BBQ, using my favourite mug, and even wearing my motorcycle 

helmet around the house!  Who needs enemies with friends like this ;) 

 

Bird of the day – Royal spoonbill x1, sharp-tailed sandpiper x1, wrybill x4 

Day total – Seen = 62 + 2 heard (pheasant & dunnock); new for the trip = 5; total for the trip to date = 106 
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6 November 2010 – Day Six 

Up early and gathered the troops and headed back down to the Stilt Ponds for the high tide.  Although 

there was some rain during the night it was a beautiful clear day, although still a cool breeze.  The godwit 

and knot were again roosting both on the shellbanks and the ponds, and we again searched the wrybill 

flock, finding the sharpie, curlew sands, and stints.  Luckily we had some real birders beside us, and Igor 

Debski found the semi-palmated sandpiper amongst the wrybill flock, and it showed really well for quite a 

while.  Nice to add that one to the trip list, thanks Igor!  At one stage there were about 5 Arctic skua 

chasing white-fronted terns out on the Firth, and one came right in near the shellbanks and put all the 

godwit and knot up. 

We spent a bit more time there, seeing a flock of 27 Pacific golden plover fly and land in front of us, as well 

as all the other usual suspects.  We decided to head back to finish packing and then head across towards 

Whitianga where we were to spend the afternoon out on a boat.  Just south of Tairua I had to use 

emergency breaking skills to get fantastic views of another Australasian bittern – standing in the middle of 

a paddock right beside the road – very nice! 

We again checked into the accommodation, then headed to the local bakery (Olivers) for lunch, where I 

almost walked out as they didn’t have any mussel pies...how will I survive without a mussel pie!?  Quickly 

found a sandwich that looked nice, so I coped.  We then boarded our boat – the Sapphire – with skipper Ian 

at the helm and headed out.  Clear blue skies, wind around 2 knots(!) and relatively flat seas...a gorgeous 

day to be on the water, but a little light on the breeze for the birds.  However, we soon started to see 

white-fronted terns, fluttering shearwaters, and a sinlge Arctic skua.  As we got out further diving petrels 

started to put in an appearance and then flesh-footed and Buller’s shearwaters.  We headed to a location 

just off the Mercury Islands and started chumming, but with almost no wind we weren’t too optimistic.  

However, a large group of flesh-footed shearwaters decided to keep us company, and before long an 

immature black-browed albatross came in and squabbled with them.  It hadn’t been too long and the call 

went up for New Zealand storm-petrel!  A single bird came into the slick, did a couple of little circuits and 

then disappeared.  This is only the second record of this species off Whitianga since our original Jan 2003 

sighting that sparked the whole rediscovery, so we were pretty happy. 

Over the next few hours we moved around a bit, investigating a big school of kahawai that had 

accompanying Buller’s shearwaters, etc and chumming at several locations.  We started to pick up a few 

white-faced storm-petrels and as the breeze increased we added more species to the mix.  At least five 

white-capped albatross and a Salvin’s albatross came in to the boat, with at least 20 grey-faced petrel, five 

sooty shearwater, a single short-tailed shearwater, about ten Cape petrel, and a mix of about 10 Cook’s 

petrels and 3-4 Pycroft’s petrels.  The Pycroft’s were of course our target for the day, and although we saw 

a couple they really didn’t show well today, being rather stand-offish and low in numbers.  Oh well, that’s 

birding and we had more than enough other things to keep us interested.  Interestingly no black petrels 

seen. 

We got back into port a little later than anticipated, and hurriedly headed for dinner.  Another great day! 

 

Bird of the day – White-capped albatross x5, white-faced storm-petrel x1 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 22 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

Day total – Seen = 63 + 1 heard (grey warbler); new for the trip = 6; total for the trip to date = 112 
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7 November 2010 – Day Seven 

Off again, with a bakery stop as we left the Motel (still no Mussel pies!).  The comment was made about 

getting lunch only minutes after having breakfast, but I find it a useful way of decreasing the average spend 

for the lunch bill... ;) 

We headed back across the Coromandel Peninsula, with another ripper of a day.  Stopping quickly at 

Whangamarino I was disappointed not to have a bittern before the troops were out of the van, and it 

actually took us almost 25 minutes or so to get one – thanks Ruth!  The bird was very distant and then 

decided to hide again, but another was found shortly afterwards, and we even heard one booming a few 

times.  A three-day bittern tour can’t be bad, with this being our third day we’ve had this species.  For day 

seven of the tour I think that maybe a record!  A good selection of ducks and cormorants were also around, 

as well as the usual finches, and a male pheasant.  A Caspian tern flying over the swamp made for slightly 

unusual viewing, although they do occur in this area on a regular basis. 

We then headed towards Pirongia.  I’d told my guys about a birder who I had the pleasure of having on a 

NZ tour last Nov/Dec – Barry from Sydney.  We had stopped at a little cafe in Pirongia for coffee and a mid-

morning snack, only to find Baz had discovered a culinary delight known as the ‘stuffed sausage’.  Following 

the consumption of this aforementioned treat, Baz almost contemplated moving to Pirongia in order to be 

close to this establishment and it’s delights.  The guys on this tour were intrigued, and you could almost 

feel the tension in the air as we approached Pirongia...what if they had run out, what if the cafe was 

closed??  It was open, stuffed sausages were purchased, and the first comment out was “Nothing to write 

home about!”.  Gee what a tour leader aye, king of the anti-climax!  Oh well, just as well I can find a sharp-

tailed sandpiper! 

So we headed on towards Pureora where we planned to spend most of the afternoon.  We checked out a 

site that overlooked a large area of young pines and decided this was a good place to have lunch, plenty of 

area to survey should a falcon or long-tailed cuckoo decide to fly past.  Lunch was nice, but alas none of the 

targets, except for our first visible dunnock and several NZ pipit.  Common redpoll flew overhead also.  

After lunch we headed through some beaut forest stopping every now and then to listen and look, with 

brief views of tomtit, kaka, and robin, and even the ‘plinking’ of Eastern rosella.  We headed back in 

towards Pureora and made a quick stop at a picnic site, where we briefly heard long-tailed cuckoo, but 

strangely the forest was quiet of their calls.  We headed towards the forest tower, but came to a grinding 

holt with a female falcon flying out from the forest, almost overhead and giving excellent views as she 

headed off almost a kilometre, spiralled up into the sky and then flew back over us diving down into the 

forest.  Great!  We carried on to the tower, seeing a lot of flying kaka, but still no sound from a cuckoo...of 

the long-tailed variety, with several shining bronze cuckoos being heard.  At the tower we had good views 

out over the forest, but not a lot in the way of birds, before heading along some of the roads with eyes and 

ears peeled.  A lot more kaka, several great tomtit viewings, and a really beaut little male rifleman that 

decided to come out when one of our party took a small break...typical! 

We then headed out of the forest park and off towards Taupo, with a brief stop for common coot on the 

way, seeing some lovely grey teal in perfect light, shoveler, paradise duck with ducklings, and a few other 

bits and bobs.  Dinner in Taupo on the lake front, with snow on the mountains. 
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Bird of the day – Rifleman x4, kaka x2 

Day total – Seen = 56 + 3 heard (shining bronze and long-tailed cuckoo, fernbird); new for the trip = 7; total 

for the trip to date = 119 

 

 

 

8 November 2010 – Day Eight 

This morning we headed east towards Hawkes Bay, and with a few spots of rain it looked like it might be a 

bit drizzly up at Boundary Stream.  Or at least that was the impression, until this tinny lot stepped out of 

the vehicle and the cloud gradually started to thin and the sun come out!  Someone has been doing the 

right dance in the morning!  On the way in a long-tailed cuckoo had zipped across the road in front of us, 

giving a quick glimpse...definitely BVD (better views desired). 

Within a few minutes Ruth had spotted a kokako, and we were then treated to stonking views of the male 

sitting in the open singing, whilst the female collected tree fern scales and other fine material to line her 

nest.  Wow!  We headed along one of the tracks, but there was not a sound from a long-tailed cuckoo, the 

bird I really wanted to get here.  We quickly started to see the other more common forest species – 

whitehead, robin, bellbird, tui, and pigeon – as well as flitting rifleman and heard the odd tomtit.  And then 

we heard it – a calling long-tailed cuckoo.  It was a we way away, but from a vantage point we could see out 

towards where it was.  Then another called.  After 20-odd minutes we had managed fleeting glimpses of 

the bird flying rapidly, but nothing substantial...this was going to be a test.  We heard a flying falcon at one 
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point also, but it too did not show.  The cuckoos then seemed to shut-up completely, so we carried on.  A 

bit further along we suddenly heard the familiar call of NZ falcon, and I quickly searched the nearby trees, 

but couldn’t find it until a few seconds later it flew.  Circling, the female then came back and perched right 

above us, with 20m and sat there preening and looking out over her domain.  The male was clearly nearby, 

but out of sight, but for 15 minutes or more we watched her through the scope – it really doesn’t get any 

better than this!  After a while she flew off and circled calling and the male joined her.  The male did several 

VERY low passes over our heads, clearly indicating they were nesting, so we decided to get out of their way 

and leave them too it.  What an awesome experience to have a pair of falcon just metres from you, being 

able to watch them fly at such close quarters and run around in the trees...amazing to see them running up 

branches and hopping around. 

We carried on, seeing rifleman, more whitehead, robins, and several tomtits, plus a lot of shining bronze 

cuckoo calling, and then headed back to the carpark.  We drove a few minutes down the road to have lunch 

and stopped at a spot I thought the long-tailed cuckoo had been calling near, which gave us a great view 

over the forest.  Nothing...damn!  So I was coerced into trying my best cuckoo impersonation...still 

nothing...double damn!!  Except an immature falcon suddenly appeared, sitting in a big snag for quite some 

time and again allowing scope views.  About five minutes later all hell broke loose, with a long-tailed 

cuckoo flying out over us calling loudly with a tui hot on it’s tail!  Most got a good view of it before it looped 

round and went back into the trees.  Better than nothing, but still couldn’t find it perched despite the odd 

call coming from the general direction.  Another short wait and the bird then flew out over our heads and 

round in another big loop before disappearing again...I think that was going to be it.  We waited a bit 

longer, but the bird stopped calling and didn’t show itself again, so we decided to quit while we were 

ahead. 

We decided the afternoon should be spent on a mad twitch, and so headed down towards Napier.  On the 

way we added rook to the list, with several birds flying over paddocks, and swinging past Lake Tutira we 

saw little black shag, and a few waterfowl.  We headed straight for the Ahuriri Estuary where within 

seconds I had the long-staying grey-tailed tattler in the scope, as well as 15 Pacific golden plover and a few 

godwit.  Love it when a plan comes together.  Over on the Westshore lagoon we had beaut views of 

stunning breeding plumage Royal spoonbill, with big shaggy crests and lovely saffron colouration to the 

breast.  Barbara thought they looked like they need a haircut, especially when the wind blew their ‘hair’ 

back over their faces.  Out on the scrapes we had cracking views of black-fronted and banded dotterel 

which seemed to fly in and land in front of us on que.  Black-fronted dot in mint plumage really is a 

stunning little thing! 

We checked to see if anything else was around and then slowly headed back towards Taupo, with a coffee 

stop on the way.  The mountains were visible with nice light at the end of the lake, so a quick photo stop 

and then on to Turangi.  We stopped in near the southern shore of Lake Taupo and had nice views of a pair 

of fernbird within a few metres, crawling around in the undergrowth like little mice and showing well in 

branches of the kanuka and other shrubs.  Another good day! 

 

Bird of the day – NZ falcon x3, black-fronted dotterel x2, fernbird x1 

Day total – Seen = 58 + 5 heard (pheasant, Indian peafowl, shining bronze cuckoo, morepork, dunnock); 

new for  the trip = 6; total for the trip to date = 125 
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9 November 2010 – Day Nine 

A brisk morning in Turangi, but a beaut blue sky promising to be another warm and fine day.  We headed 

off towards the Kaimanawa Forest Park to check out a spot for blue duck, and other forest species.  There 

were no blue duck at the usual spots, but we had great views of common redpoll, tomtit, silvereye, and a 

bunch of other common things.  A bit further along we finally heard a long-tailed cuckoo and managed to 

see it land in a tree nearby.  I got it in the scope, but it was partially obscured, finally giving reasonable 

views to all.  Tried to get a better angle on it, and as per usual just as I refound it it dropped down out of 

the tree and out of sight – ha!  We gave it a bit longer, but then decided to quit while we were ahead and 

headed onwards to our main stop for the day – Ruatiti. 

We pretty much just headed straight for the domain, except with a brief stop on the bridge to check up and 

downstream.  No ducks showing but scope views of shining bronze cuckoo, with multiple birds around.  

There were a lot of these birds calling at just about every stop today – so they are in full swing...watch out 

grey warblers! 

At the domain we pulled up beside the picnic area, and before we had even stopped moving a pair of blue 

duck were in sight.  Perched on rocks just down from the picnic tables, these birds gave brilliant views as 

always, and we soon had them in the scope as they preened, and then jumped in and out of the rapids and 

onto rocks whilst feeding.  They really are beaut birds, and the atmosphere at this place is just magic – a 

really scenic stop.  We had lunch at the domain, enjoyed the sun, and just generally relaxed.  Discussing our 

options for the afternoon, we decided on getting to the accommodation as early as possible, but with a 

stop for sulphur-crested cockatoo on the way. 

So we headed off back up the road, managing to see several more pairs of blue duck along the way, and 

even a family party of mum, dad, and the four kids!  Great, 11 blue duck without too much effort.  

Unfortunately, it sounds like the breeding season has not been a good one for them here, as the wet spring 

has meant floods have wiped out some of the earlier breeding attempts.  Still, there is time for some 

second attempts. 

We carried on through Taihape, and then to the Pohangina Valley to try our luck with the cockatoos.  After 

about 10 minutes (and more shining bronze cuckoo!) we had a pair of cockatoos fly over, and shortly after 

great views of three of them, with a pair perched and in the scope. 

Heading into Feilding we checked in slightly earlier than normal before meeting with Sav and heading for 

dinner.  The crème brulee was a 7 out of 10, but it took a lot longer than it should and the drive to the 

rufous night-heron spot near Wanganui got us there a little later than desired.  No sign of any night-herons, 

but a morepork was a consolation prize.  A long but good day...checklist update tomorrow! 

 

Bird of the day – Blue duck x4, long-tailed cuckoo x1, sulphur-crested cockatoo x1 

Day total – Seen =41 + 1 heard (NI robin); new for the trip = 3; total for the trip to date = 128 
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10 November 2010 – Day Ten 

This morning we started with a visit to the Manawatu Estuary.  This place is completely unbiasedly known 

as THE best wader site in the country (of course that is Sav’s opinion!).  The tide was lowish, so most of the 

birds were spread out over the mudflats, with good numbers of bar-tailed godwit and red knot, a few 

scattered wrybill and 11 Pacific golden plover.  Amongst other things we spent some time searching for the 

now long-staying glossy ibis pair (no luck) and the little tern seen by Sav earlier in the week (nope!).  

Nevermind, the weather was good and there was more than enough to look at. 

We then headed slowly down the coast towards Wellington, with a brief stop at Waitarere Beach (no 

wandering tattler present – looks like the luck was wearing off!).  However, at Lake Horowhenua we found 

the two cattle egret in stonking breeding plumage looking very smart.  A quick check of the lake itself 

revealed no noteworthy waterfowl, although there was plenty of grey teal, shoveler, and cormorants. 

We then grabbed some lunch at Otaki and ate it beside the Otaki Sewage ponds.  Again good numbers of 

waterfowl including at least 8 dabchick with some very close views, and a lot of grey teal, shoveler, etc.  

Just as well we had made the effort to see black-fronted dotterel near Napier as there was quite 

surprisingly none on the ponds. 

We checked in to the ferry just on 1pm, after a brief stop at the Paekakariki Steam Engine Museum where 

Malcolm and John were like kids in a candy shop!  The ferry crossing was windy, but seas calm and we had 

a few birds come past, with several white-capped and a Salvin’s albatross, moderate numbers of Westland 

petrels, a few flesh-footed and sooty shearwaters, and fairy prions.  In the sounds we managed a King shag 
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from the ferry (which is not usually managed) and had a few spotted shags, and two Arctic skua amongst 

the usual suspects.  A nice crossing and the weather looks good again for tomorrow. 

 

Bird of the day – ‘Whistling petrel’ x2 (Ruth oh Ruth...),Westland petrel x1, Cattle egret x2, Steam engine 

482 wheel arrangement x1 (this is turning into a circus!) 

Day total – Seen = 61 + 3 heard (grey fantail, grey warbler, common redpoll); new for the trip = 4; total for 

the trip to date = 132 

 

11 November 2010 – Day Eleven 

A late start this morning to head out on the Dolphin Watch Ecotours trip out onto Queen Charlotte Sound.  

It was a little cloudy to start with, but I knew that wouldn’t last long, and sure enough within an hour or so 

there was a beaut blue sky. 

Our skipper Joe pretty quickly directed the boat towards the first little penguins of the day, and we then 

had excellent views of more and more of these little guys with fluttering shearwaters as we headed out.  

Before too long an Arctic skua flew past the boat, a dark morph and probably the same bird I had seen in 

close to Picton on the ferry yesterday evening.  Off to a good start.  We headed to a couple of the usual 

spots for King shag, including past the point I had seen one in the water from the ferry, but nothing, until a 

little while later an immature bird flew past us in the opposite direction.  We had brief views and decided to 

head out further, past Tory Channel and out towards Motuara Island.  A quick stop for some spotted shags 

on a roost, and fur seals nearby, and we then headed onwards, until we got to a spot I had seen King shag 

before, and sure enough there was a group of about 25, with a couple of really stonking birds in breeding 

dress, with the yellow caruncle and blue eye.  Nice.  We had excellent views of these birds, with them being 

rather settled at this site. 

We then headed out again trying to search for some Hector’s dolphins – one of the smallest of the dolphins 

and endemic to NZ.  We all scanned as we slowly motored along, but not much to be seen.  I managed to 

spot a dorsal and Joe headed towards it, but this was obviously not an animal in a playful mood and we 

failed to refind it.  Carrying on slowly we kept scanning, but didn’t manage to find our dolphin.  We headed 

across to Ship Cove – a place famous due to the fact the Capt James Cook spent a lot of time here on 

several of his voyages.  Weka were there to greet us in their usual curious manner and we had great views 

of them, a brief pitstop, and then across to Motuara Island. 

We headed straight up to the pool and within seconds had a pair of South Island saddlebacks right in front 

of us, drinking, bathing and preening.  Awesome, wish it was always that easy.  We also had great views of 

bellbird, yellow-crowned parakeet, and South Island robin.  We decided that having had great views of the 

birds, our time was best spent on the water again looking for dolphins, with not only Hector’s possible, but 

dusky and bottle-nose also possible.  A quick cuppa and scone on the run and we soon had a big pod of 

bottle-nose dolphins passing us on either side of the boat, heading out towards the open sea.  Many of 

them passed us really close, porpoising as they went right up out of the water, showing just how big some 

of the individuals were.  Not bad at all! 
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We then gradually headed back towards Picton, seeing a couple of King shags in the water, on the way, as 

well as more spotted and pied shags, white-fronted terns, gannets, fluttering shears and another Arctic 

skua.  Back at Picton we headed straight for the Village Bakery to see if anything was left for lunch, and 

thankfully we were in luck.  It is a pretty popular stop so you can’t get there too late!  Then it was a short 

drive to Renwick to the home of the long staying black kite.  Although most of us had seen this species 

before, it was a lifer for one, and so worth checking...not to mention another one towards beating Sav’s 

record of 165!  We arrived and had our lunch and waited, a cup of tea, and waited, another cup of tea, but 

nothing.  So after half an hour I decided we should head off, but went down the road about 2 kms to turn 

around.  We pulled up, did a brief scan and spotted a harrier over the ridgeline, and then watched as 

another bird suddenly appeared into my view – the kite!  We had great views of this bird, even getting the 

scope onto it and had excellent comparisons with the accompanying harrier.  Unfortunately, no falcon like 

the last time I was here, with 3 species of raptor in view at once...now that doesn’t happen in NZ very 

often, if at all before! 

So pretty happy we headed through Blenheim to Hardings Road and the Blenheim sewage ponds (number 

three on the tour – what would a birding tour be without sewage ponds!).  No glossy ibis on the road in, but 

we had a good look over the ponds, checking amongst the Royal spoonbills.  Lots of birds on the ponds, 

including probably almost 200 Royal spoonbill, some of them nesting in the Ngaio shrubs on the islands.  

There were quite large chicks visible in some, begging for food, so nice to see this.  Lots of grey teal, 

shoveler, black swan, etc.  But, no glossy ibis. 

We continued south and stopped at Lake Grassmere to see what we could find.  There was a single banded 

dotterel and two wrybill, which we got nice views of again, as well as six red-necked stint.  Amongst them 

was the bird reported as a possible little stint on birdingnz.net recently.  However, although the plumage is 

very unusual, the bird was a red-necked stint in all other ways – shape, size, jizz.  I think in the end it just 

has to be a red-necked stint in strange plumage – perhaps an old breeder that has moulted the throat, but 

still has a pronounced breast-band. 

We carried on south to Ohau Point, stopping for the spotted shag colony and NZ fur seals, getting good 

views of both of these.  The spotted shags had young in the nest, ranging from fairly small chicks to almost 

ready to fledge. 

We checked into the accommodation in Kaikoura, had a bit of a break then dinner, and then headed out to 

look for little owl...however, nothing stirring tonight.  It’s albatross day tomorrow...can’t wait! 

 

Bird of the day – Spotted shag x2, King shag x2, South Island saddleback x1, black kite x1 

Day total – Seen = 53 + 3 heard (dunnock, grey warbler, common redpoll); new for the trip = 4; total for the 

trip to date = 136 

 

12 November 2010 – Day Twelve 

Kaikoura really is a very special place, and to be honest is probably one of my favourite places in the 

country.  We were up and headed out towards the Seal Colony on the Peninsula, where we wanted to 
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check for cirl bunting and wandering tattler, but also get a good look at NZ fur seal again and check for 

shorebirds along the shore.  The light was gorgeous on the seaward Kaikouras, with a stunning clear blue 

sky.  There were a few seals on the rocks near the main carpark, and we found a good number of ruddy 

turnstone, variable oystercatcher, and several banded dotterel, but no wandering tattler.  There were a lot 

of yellowhammers along the roadside, but no characteristic cirl bunting song.  Heading slowly back along 

the road towards town we made a few stops, and found bellbird and starling alike feeding on flax flowers, 

but still no bunting. 

Nevermind, it was time to check in for the Albatross Encounter trip, and we then hopped across the 

peninsula to South Bay to get onboard the board.  We had Gary as skipper, one of the best in the business, 

and we headed out on a relatively glassy sea, but still a bit of northerly roll.  Not far out we came across a 

huge raft of several thousand Hutton’s shearwater which were feeding and gave excellent views.  These 

birds can often be a little difficult to get close to, but Gary expertly got the boat into place for some great 

views.  We then carried on out into deeper water (you don’t have to go far!), and saw a fishing boat near 

where we wanted to be so headed for that.  With such light winds the best thing to do was to find where 

the birds were and start there.  The fishing boat had a few birds around it, and within seconds we had 

several massive New Zealand wandering albatross right beside the boat, with Westland petrel, Salvin’s 

albatross, and Northern giant petrel coming in, plus good numbers of Cape petrels.  The birds are so close 

at this spot that it is just hard to describe, but having several birds with wing spans just over 3m around the 

back of the boat is an awesome experience. 

We then decided to head out into slightly deeper water to see if we could find some of the other suspects.  

Ranging over several different spots and providing chum (fish livers) at each we were able to add Northern 

Royal albatross, white-capped albatross, Buller’s shearwater, and white-chinned petrel to the list.  The wind 

was so light that it didn’t bring in clouds of birds, but we had all the species we could have expected, and 

had fantastic views of them.  We decided to check out one last spot in closer to the shore, in the hope that 

the Antarctic fulmar Gary had seen yesterday would be hanging around, but unfortunately we were not 

able to find it.  We did however encounter a massive pod of dusky dolphins, with a lot of mothers and 

relatively new calves.  We were running out of time and headed along the shoreline back towards base, 

keeping an eye out for Hector’s dolphins, but no luck. 

We arrived back into port and then had a great lunch at the Encounter Cafe – great food thanks guys!  After 

lunch it was free time, an opportunity to take a break, check email, get some washing done, etc.  Several 

chose to walk the Peninsula Walkway, and I managed to catch up with good friends Jo and Alex. 

Fish and chips were the order of the day for dinner, with lovely blue cod being the fish.  From the sounds of 

it this was some of the best fish these guys have ever had, and so sound’s like Hine’s did a fantastic job.  We 

then headed out for another search for little owl, but came up with bare posts and song thrushes...oh well! 

 

Bird of the day – Wandering albatross x2, Northern Royal albatross x1, Hutton’s shearwater x1,Banded 

dotterel chick x2  

Day total – Seen = 43 + 1 heard (grey warbler); new for the trip = 4; total for the trip to date = 140 
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13 November 2010 – Day Thirteen 

Well the search for New Zealand’s ultimate pie continued today.  We may have to change our name from 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ, to New Zealand Pie Adventures (or Lynn quickly quipped Piebill Tours)!  Who 

would have thought that such pastry-cased gastronomic delicacies could shape the face of a birding tour!  

All thanks to Ruth. 

The morning began with a drive along the Kaikoura Peninsula and a great view from the lookout.  The 

characteristic song of a male cirl bunting drew my attention, and we briefly had it perched in the top of a 

pine in the scope – Art was up first being the North American who needed this for his life list.  Luckily Art 

got the bird before the little devil decided to fly and we lost it, but I managed to find a young male that 

stayed put for quite some time enabling excellent views, love it when a plan comes together.  We’d spent a 

bit of time looking for this species, and got it in the end. 

We then headed slowly down the coast, a beautiful drive on a perfect sunny morning.  We spotted a small 

group of dusky dolphins off the coast, but they were a little distant and nothing like we had seen the day 

before from the boat.  So we carried and probably 10kms before St Anne’s Lagoon spotted a pair of Cape 

Barren geese in a paddock beside the road.  I turned around and we got a nice view of these birds which 

seem to be increasing slowly in number and being found further afield each year.  We carried on to St 

Anne’s and found another five birds, as well as common coot, grey teal, scaup, and shoveler.  No big flocks 

of Paradise duck yet though.  Along the lake shore we also found a species of dragonfly and red damselfly, 

and then a little later a yellow admiral butterfly. 

Carrying on southwards the tummies were obviously starting to rumble.  Ruth had already been doing her 

research and realising we were going to be going through Sheffield, started canvassing the others with 

regards to the famous ‘Sheffield Pie Shop’.  This was despite the fact we had already bought lunch at a 

bakery in Kaikoura!  Malcolm and Lynn (who are from Sheffield, UK) of course had to have the obligatory 

photo beside the road sign, and then we rolled up to the pie shop.  I’m sure they must get bus loads of 

tourists, but the look on the faces of the people serving suggested they hadn’t had ravenous birders 

descend on them lately.  With the axles of the Ford Transit groaning under the weight of pastry goods, we 

headed towards Arthur’s Pass.  I don’t think we had even got out of the town limits and all that was left was 

pastry crumbs. 

As we crossed the Waimakariri River a couple of black-fronted terns flew over the bridge in front of us, so 

we made a quick stop to get a look at them, before headed up to the Otira Viaduct lookout.  We hadn’t 

even stopped the vehicle and a friendly kea was seen.  So we spent a very enjoyable lunch break watching 

the antics of this bird, listening to it call, and enjoying the awesome scenery.  The bird eventually flew off 

and we could hear it and another bird calling to each other up the valley. 

We then headed on through to Punakaiki with a quick stop at Rapahoe over looking the sea.  On the way 

we had a family of weka with about 6 chicks dash across the road in front of us at an intersection, so we got 

really nice views of them.  At Rapahoe there were a few spotted shags, but nothing out of the ordinary.  

However, we were very pleased to see the rain that had been forecast was not in evidence and instead 

there was quite a bit of blue sky poking through.  Checking into Punakaiki we had a break and then dinner.  

Then it was time to head out to give great-spotted kiwi a go – two chances, slim and none.  But we were 

rewarded with fantastic views of a female morepork that showed evidence of incubation with a worn patch 

on her belly feathers.  She almost tried to land on my head at one stage!  We did hear a kiwi call about 
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100m away, but only the once.  Unfortunately, as usual lots of common brush-tailed possums in the area, 

and we did see a few weka as well.  A big day of driving, but some beaut scenery and nice views of things 

along the way. 

 

Bird of the day – Steak and Mushroom Pie x1 (Ruth oh Ruth...again!), kea x5 

Day total – Seen = 52 + 3 heard (great-spotted kiwi, South Island kaka, grey warbler); new for the trip = 4; 

total for the trip to date = 144 
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14 November 2010 – Day Fourteen 

This morning we awoke to rain, good ol’ light wetting West Coast rain!  We had a leisurely breakfast and 

then headed down to Pancake Rocks, where the rain eased off and we made our way around the walkway 

looking at the unique limestone formations.  There were lots of white-fronted terns and red-billed gulls 

nesting out on the stacks, and good numbers of spotted shags roosting on the stacks and fishing out in the 

waves.  Silvereyes, bellbird, and the odd grey warbler could be seen and heard, and a very friendly weka 

was acting as usher at the doorway to the information centre. 

We then made our way steadily along the coast, through Greymouth, and as the rain came down again 

decided it really wasn’t worth getting soaked looking for things that would be much more easily seen (and 

frequently) over the coming days in nicer weather.  So we headed into Hokitika to take a look around, have 

a coffee, and then lunch. 

After lunch we headed southwards again, with the skies gradually starting to brighten, and so we called in 

to Lake Mahinapua to take a look.  As usual nothing on the lake, but we did have a very curious family of 

weka (mum, dad and the three kids) and our first brown creeper and South Island tomtit.  As the skies got 

ever clearer we headed south again, getting nice views of great crested grebe (the Australasian subspecies) 

along the way.  We arrived into Franz Josef around 4pm, checked in and then headed for dinner, before 

heading out to Okarito to go out with Ian Cooper from Okarito Kiwi Tours... 

I’ve just got in...and boy was it a long night!  In the end we saw several birds REALLY well, but it took a long 

time.  They were within several metres of the track on several occasions, but just wouldn’t show.  We had 
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calls from both males and females from just 20-25m away several times, and the tension was high.  

However, perseverance by Ian and we finally all had excellent views.  Thanks heaps for the hard work and 

an excellent night Ian! 

We headed home knackered, but happy – three out of four targeted kiwi seen, with the fourth being heard.  

Not too shabby!  Time for a beer and bed. 

 

Bird of the day – Okarito kiwi x6 (for once everyone agrees!) 

Day total – Seen = 44 + 2 heard (Morepork, South Island robin); new for the trip = 4; total for the trip to 

date = 148 
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15 November 2010 – Day Fifteen 

Well we had a leisurely breakfast after the late night and then headed up to check out Franz Josef glacier.  

Any rain we had had the previous day had well and truly gone with a nice blue sky with some puffy clouds 

around the tops of the mountains.  Great views up the valley towards the glacier, with a lot of tomtit 

singing, and fly over kea.  Also a lot of greenhood orchids (Pterstylis sp.) in flower along the sides of the 

track. 

We then headed slowly south through beautiful podocarp forest and along a spectacular coastline.  We 

made several stops along the way, including one to see Hector’s dolphins.  Having missed them in both the 

Marlborough Sounds and near Kaikoura, Barbara was beginning to think they were a myth, and upon 

approaching every body of water (including lakes) has been jokingly asking me if there were any Hector’s 

dolphins around...ha!  Well, there they were in all their glory finally in front of us.  They were obviously very 

actively feeding, and were also surfing in the waves and jumping clear out of the water.  So we had really 

nice views of probably almost 10 of these little guys. 

We then headed to Jackson Bay to have lunch.  On the way a road-kill Fiordland crested penguin was a sad 

reminder that these birds nest in this area, so as we headed along the shore we scanned for our next 

target.  Having lunch overlooking the bay we had a reef egret fly past and a few spotted shags, but no 

Fiordland crested.  We enjoyed a cup of coffee/tea as we ate our lunch, and then headed slowly back along 

the shore northwards, stopping at a few spots.  I managed to see something and stopped the van and 

malcolm was first on to the penguin...a single FC penguin was feeding and swimming just out from the 
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shore.  However, he was taking quite long dives and being rather unpredictable so we didn’t get the scope 

onto it.  There will be more...hopefully. 

We carried on towardsHaast Pass, making a stop in some pakihi wetland to search for fernbird, had had 

some really stunning views of a pair which seemed to think they were invisible when perching on bare 

branches right up out in the open.  Great extended views of these dinky little birds, showing their 

bedraggled tail and everything well.  A quick coffee to-go stop at Haast and then a quick stop at the Haast 

Sewage works (still nothing except a couple of grallards and grey duck) and then up to the Pass where we 

did a short walk through the beautiful beech (Nothofagus sp.) forest.  Heard a lot of rifleman and glimpsed 

the odd one, and a few brown creeper heard and tomtit heard and seen. 

Then carried on down to Wanaka where we overnighted.  Early night for all including me! 

 

Bird of the day – Fiordland crested penguin x1, South Island tomtit x3, Hector’s dolphin x2 

Day total – Seen = 40 + 2 heard (morepork, brown creeper); new for the trip = 1; total for the trip to date = 

149 
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16 November 2010 – Day Sixteen 

Blustery winds and gathering clouds greeted us this morning, so I was keen to get away and get to Homer 

Tunnel ASAP!  My intention was to head directly there unless we saw something of interest...I had 

forgotten about the existence of the ‘Kingston Flyer’ steam engine, which was of course noted by Malcolm 

and John as we approached Kingston.  Suitably hijacked, we quickly headed to the yard to see it and 

another steam engine (I’m surprised that was not bird of the day for them!). 

We then carried on through to Te Anau – a bit of a hike, but the ‘Miles Better’ pie shop was worth it, and 

we grabbed and ran, heading for Homer Tunnel.  The rain started as we got closer, and by the time we got 

to the tunnel it was very persistent rain, not looking like easing at all!  Several kea were in the carpark as 

usual, and three of us braved the elements, whilst the rest digested pies and sandwiches and watched for 

any wild gesticulations from the safety of the van.  They were also successful in fending off the kea 

thankfully. 

After about an hour and a half, several laps of the track, NO rock wren, and a great deal damper, Malcolm 

suddenly exclaimed “There’s a bird on a rock!”, upon being asked “Where?!” he said there on that rock...  

Hmmm...there were probably 389 rocks in the direction he was looking, but the rock wren was luckily 

pretty obvious and I ran towards the bus waving madly.  The troops ran up to where we were by which 

time the bird had come slightly closer, and was now joined by its mate.  Everyone got stonking views of 

both birds, right down to a couple of metres, if that.  They gradually bobbed their way up the slope, and 

disappeared, having been visible for the best part of almost 10 minutes.  I couldn’t believe our luck, 

thinking that the rain had snookered us!  Good eyes Malcolm! 

So we headed back to the van, removed our wet gear, and then decided to head down towards Milford 

Sound, as the rain was still coming down, making forest birding a little worthless.  We checked out the 

misty views and waterfalls around the end of the Fiord, swatted a few sandflies, and grabbed a coffee and 

then headed back out towards Te Anau.  Wed stopped at a couple of places on the way, with a forest walk 

with a little less rain.  Managed to get views of rifleman up in the canopy and several tomtits, but the area 

was fairly quiet with things hunkering down after the rain.  Heard kaka, robin, and yellow-crowned 

parakeet.  We also stopped further down the Eglinton Valley for a small flock of black-fronted terns 

hawking over the grassland.  Nice views of them obviously catching inverts. 

Then into town and dinner, checklist, blog, and bed! 

 

Bird of the day – Rock wren x6 

Day total – Seen = 34 + 6 heard (Kaka, yellow-crowned parakeet, brown creeper, fantail, bellbird, robin); 

new for the trip = 1; total for the trip to date = 150 
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17 November 2010 – Day Seventeen 

So it was another earlyish morning, leaving the accommodation just after seven and heading down towards 

the coast and then along to Bluff.  The weather looked ok, but was fairly overcast, although with almost no 

wind.  We kept our eyes peeled for little owl along the way, but nothing, but there were lots of black-billed 

gulls in the fields beside the roads, and of course the usual introductions. 

We made a quick stop on the coast for Hector’s dolphins, seeing at least 5 or so animals out in the waves, 

with a relatively calm sea.  However, views this morning certainly didn’t beat out ‘flying’ dolphins from the 

West Coast.  We then headed through to Wakapatu Beach, where there was an errant shore plover several 

years ago, but it hasn’t been seen for more than a year.  However, we did see about ten banded dotterel, 

and scanned the small flock of white-fronted terns for any Arctic terns – several were reported from here a 

few days ago.  Alas, the conditions were very calm, with only about 30-40 white-fronted terns and certainly 

no Arctic terns amongst them.  Nevermind. 

We then made for Bluff, checking in to the ferry terminal, and awaiting the departure of the ferry, which 

happened ahead of schedule and the ferry actually left port five minutes early!  Don’t be late!  We saw our 

first Stewart Island shag pretty soon after leaving the wharf, but the calm conditions didn’t bode well for 

much else.  However, we did start to encounter a lot of common diving petrels, and in the end had a couple 

of white-capped albatross and several Cape petrels.  As we came through the Muttonbird Islands (taking a 

detour) we also had several brown skua flying over the islands. 

As we slowed and approached Half Moon Bay and the wharf I spied a Fiordland crested penguin on the 

shore, and most of the group got onto it before it disappeared behind rocks...BVD (better views desired)!  

We grabbed our gear and headed up to the South Seas Hotel, checked in quickly, had our lunch at the 

picnic tables out front and then headed along to Golden Bay. 

Our water taxi was there waiting and we zipped across to Ulva Island seeing a couple of little penguins on 

the way.  The rain was holding off for the moment, and our main target bird was yellowhead.  We headed 

up through the beaut forest, ears pricked, and within seconds had South Island saddleback, South Island 

robin, red-crowned parakeet, South Island kaka, and had heard tui, bellbird, brown creeper, etc.  We 

continued along quietly trying to listen out for the tell-tale staccato call of the yellowhead, but nothing for 

quite sometime.  I had heard they were being a little difficult out here this summer, so I was getting a little 

nervous.  They are cracking birds, and efforts to see them in subsequent days would be a little difficult with 

regards to logisitics.  And then as the beads of sweat were starting to form, I heard the call.  We moved 

quickly along the track towards where they were calling and ended up with stunning views of at least three 

different birds, including one stonking male with really ‘glowing’ plumage.  In reality we had probably only 

be on the island for about 40 minutes, but it seemed like a long time! 

We continued to watch these birds and then headed out along the track, and ambled leisurely along a 

couple of the beaches.  Weka were about, and we found several with tiny chicks, lots of kaka low down and 

on the ground, and pretty much everything else in abundance.  As the drizzle started we were all heading 

back towards the wharf anyway, and by 1730 we were all back there as our water taxi arrived to take us 

back. 
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We headed up to the accommodation for dinner...what a great dinner.  The South Sea Hotel does an 

awesome dinner with some really beautiful food – if you are staying on Stewart Island you really need to 

dine there at least once. 

After dinner we jumped aboard Phillip Smith’s boat, to head out to Ocean Beach to see Stewart Island 

brown kiwi.  Phillip has been doing these tours for many years now and really has it down pat.  It has got to 

be one of the most surreal and enthralling birding experiences in New Zealand, seeing these birds feeding 

on the beach on sandhoppers and other invertebrates...and this is exactly how it happened.  Just fantastic.  

I took my camera along for the first time, and even at max ISO (12800) the images were not really that 

sharp, but decided to take some video.  From what I can see I got some superb results, so hopefully can 

load some of it to this blog when I get some software to edit it.  We saw at least 3-4 birds over the course of 

the evening before heading back to the boat and homewards...a long day but one that will take some 

beating! 

 

Bird of the day – Southern (Stewart Island) brown kiwi x6 

Day total – Seen = 56 + 1 heard (South Island tomtit); new for the trip = 4; total for the trip to date = 154 
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18 November 2010 – Day Eighteen 

What a cracker of a day on the water!  We headed out at 0830 hrs on Aurora, with light winds and 

relatively flat conditions on the northern side of the island.  Our aim was to get around to the South to Port 

Pegasus, the best spot for Antarctic terns, and to chum out off the island in a couple of places to draw in 

albatross and petrels and anything else that might be floating around.  Before we had even left the wharf 

we had a Fiordland crested penguin showing itself right beside the boat...a good start! 

We made our way slowly along the northern coast, seeing a few more Fiordland crested and looking out for 

yellow-eyed penguins.  Stewart Island shags were about the place, and we checked the white-fronted terns 

carefully for anything showing a red bill.  We spotted some NZ sea lions (Hooker’s sea lions) on a beach a 

wee way off, and we passed Ocean Beach w here we had seen kiwi so well the night before. 

Several more Fiordland crested penguins were seen in the water, and seen really well, before we then 

spotted a couple of yellow-eyed penguins as well.  They were doing their best to make it hard for us to see 

them, but in the end everyone had good views.  We ripped out to Wreck Reef, a small reef not far off the 

island, and chummed for a little while with blue cod heads and frames (we’d probably consumed the fillets 

last night at the restaurant!).  With a stiff westerly wind, albatross were pretty quick to arrive and we soon 

had good numbers of white-capped with a few Salvin’s, before the first of the Southern Royal albatross 

arrived.  They squabbled and fought over the chum and we had excellent views of these birds in action. 

After half an hour or so we headed back towards the island and continued around towards Port Pegasus.  A 

lot more Fiordland penguins were found at a couple of locations, including up on  the rocks giving nice 
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views.  The sun was poking through every now and then and we had beaut views of the island and it’s 

rugged terrain and thick vegetation.  Heading past The Sisters (incorrectly named the Brothers on charts) 

we then headed to a spot where Colin has found Antarctic terns many times.  We had about 40-50 white-

fronted terns on the rocks in front of us, with several pairs nesting up in the low vegetation.  Scanning, 

scanning, no red bills...hmmmm!  Then, I spotted a strange tern down low on a rock with several white-

fronteds.  Everyone got onto it and the bird was definitely smaller, with long tail and wings, shorter legs, 

but a black bill and moulting cap.  I called Arctic tern, before we all figured something didn’t quite add up...  

The legs were just too long and the bill too long also, and although it had somewhat the right shape, the jizz 

was wrong.  We realised it had to be a sub-adult Antarctic tern...we’d got our poles wrong!  Still searching 

for red bills, we came up with nothing, but another small tern was spotted by Matt Jones who was also on 

the trip.  This bird was a definite Arctic tern, smaller, dumpier, with darkish belly and flanks, very short red 

legs, and shorter deeper based bill – what a cracker!  We had three species of terns right there in front of 

us.  We got some photos, soaked it all up and then headed off to another spot to look for more Antarctic 

terns...this time hopefully an adult.  As we approached a bunch of terns on the rocks I found another Arctic 

tern amongst a small flock of feeding white-fronteds, and we then got close to the rocks in big swell and 

managed to find a stonking adult Antarctic tern in full breeding with blood red bill and legs.  It had it’s back 

to us most of the time due to the wind, but every now and then turned it’s head giving nice views.  Hand 

holding the 800mm in 25 knots of wind in big swell was no easy task (!) but I managed to get a few 

reasonable record shots. 

We then decided to head out into the deep blue, and headed about 18 miles off to the ‘Southern Traps’.  As 

we got out into deeper water we threw chum overboard and shortly had a cloud of albatross behind the 

boat...it really was a sight to behold.  Mostly, white-capped we also had several black-browed, a good 

number of Southern Royals and fair percentage of Salvin’s.  Everyone was pretty chuffed with the 

spectacle, and as we approached our destination the first mottled petrels went past.  We also suddenly got 

into good numbers of common diving-petrels and fairy prions, with the odd Buller’s shearwater.  We 

stopped and then chummed for about 45 minutes to an hour, with probably more than 200 albatross 

around us – up to 12 Southern Royals at one time, and a single Wandering joined us as well.  Mottled 

petrels continued to pass and good numbers of sooty shearwaters as well, plus several white-chinned 

petrels.  It was just awesome watching these birds wheeling around the boat and dropping to the water to 

squabble for the fish frames.  Something not to forget! 

Unfortunately, the day was getting on, and with a big run back towards home we started on our way, still 

throwing chum over.  Lots more mottled petrels ended up going past during the trip towards ‘North Traps’, 

as well as more fairy prions, and the cloud of albatross followed.  The number of birds steadily dwindled as 

the supply of chum did, and as we got closer to home.  An absolutely fantastic day, with no real stand-out 

rarities, but massive numbers of birds more than making up for it. 

 

Bird of the day – Southern Royal albatross x5, Fiordland crested penguin x1 

Day total – Seen = 34; new for the trip = 4; total for the trip to date = 158 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 59 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 60 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 61 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 62 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 63 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 1 – 21 November 2010                                      Page 64 of 71 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

19 November 2010 – Day Nineteen 

We said good-bye to Stewart Island on the 0800 hrs ferry, with another very smooth crossing in a very light 

breeze.  Not an awful lot of birds, but about 8-10 Fiordland crested penguins at the mouth of Half Moon 

Bay, and then small rafts of little penguins further out.  The odd white-capped albatross flew past, several 

brown skua, and lots of common diving petrel and Cape petrel. 

We arrived back in to Bluff, loaded the van, and then had a quick look along the shoreline at the flocks of 

terns just in case there was something interesting, before then getting on the road and driving towards 

Owaka.  We quickly grabbed some sandwiches and headed to a beach nearby to check out if there were 

any New Zealand sea lions present, and there was a single large sub-adult male on the beach.  He was fairly 

mobile, and we got good views of him before he disappeared into the surf.  We then finished our lunch and 

then headed northwards, making a quick stop and finally (!) finding a little owl perched in the sun, 

obviously enjoying a little bit of warmth.  Great views of it in the scope for Art, as this was a life bird for 

him. 

Continuing onwards we scooted through Dunedin and had a quick look at Tomahawk Lagoon, where a 

common sandpiper had been seen earlier in the month, but not in the last week or so.  We scoured the 

edges, particularly around the outlet near the road, but didn’t find it.  Some very confiding Royal spoonbill 

in breeding plumage were a nice bonus though. 

A quick stop for take-away coffee (and slices) before heading through the city and continuing northwards – 

next stop Oamaru.  We headed straight for the yellow-eyed penguin colony at Bushy Beach and walked 

along the top to the platform and waited.  The sea was flat calm with very little wind and we could see 

large rafts of Hutton’s shearwaters feeding offshore, flying backwards and forewards.  There was also at 

least 2-3 Salvin’s and a couple of white-capped albatross, several giant petrels, and a Cape petrel.  Lots of 

spotted and Stewart Island shag were flying past and feeding also.  We waited some time, as the numbers 

of people watching expectantly also grew.  Then finally a bird came swimming ashore, clearly visible whilst 

underwater in the clear water.  It came ashore, but fairly quickly was out of sight below the cliffs.  Then I 

found a bird high on the cliff quite a way along that had obviously just stepped out from the bushes and 

was preening, and finally a third came ashore and stood on the beach preening for some time.  We had 

excellent scope views of these birds, and decided we had had good enough views and headed for the 

accommodation, then dinner. 

 

Bird of the day – Yellow-eyed penguin x5, NZ sea lion x1 

Day total – Seen = 54; new for the trip = 1; total for the trip to date = 159 
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20 November 2010 – Day Twenty 

A slightly later start this morning saw drizzly rain as we left Oamaru at 0800 hrs.  We have been incredibly 

lucky with the weather on this trip, so couldn't grumble too much!  We headed northwards and then cut 

inland towards Omarama, making a quick stop to see a small flock of black-fronted terns feeding over wet 

fields.  They were quartering the fields, and dipping down to catch earthworms and other invertebrates on 

the surface.  Really nice views of these little beauties. 

Carrying on we grabbed some sandwiches in Omarama and then headed towards Twizel, stopping to get 

nice scope views of at least five black stilt.  There were several immature birds still showing a fair amount of 

white on the face, but at least one full adult and another with just a small patch of white.  The last pressure 

endemic was in the bag, and what a cracking bird it is too.  They really are a stunning bird, and such a 

shame there are so few. 

We then carried on to Lake Poaka, where we searched for more black stilts, but found none.  However, a 

consolation was several banded dotterel and a sharp-tailed sandpiper.  Perhaps this was the same bird 

from Miranda that had travelled south to farewell Art?  Certainly a strange site for this species, which is 

normally found on the coast in NZ. 

Heading still further north we visited Mount John where we looked for Chukar in the rain, finally finding a 

pair which were rather obliging, as well as a pair of falcon nearby.  At least the rain couldn’t dampen our 

spirits...although it did a little while later as we search for Baillon’s (marsh) crake in the rain, giving up as 
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the rain got heavier.  We’ll give it another go in the morning.  Forecast looks a little dubious for the 

morning, but we will see what happens.  Staying at the Ahuriri Motels which are very nice! 

 

Bird of the day – Black stilt x3, wrybill x2, chukar x1 

Day total – Seen = 42 + 1 heard (grey warbler); new for the trip = 2; total for the trip to date = 161 
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21 November 2010 – Day Twenty-one 

Up and away early, we still had to try for Baillon’s crake again, and further views of black stilt were on offer.  

So we left the accommodation at 0700 hrs and headed off towards Twizel.  Some more nice scope views of 

black stilt, this time without the rain.  It threatened, but thankfully didn’t come.  We then headed to look 

for Baillon’s crake again, this time without the pouring rain.  However, the early morning and dry skies 

didn’t seem to make a difference, and trying several spots we had to admit defeat!  So it was then on the 

road and heading for Christchurch. 

We discussed the highlights of the trip along the way, with most agreeing that the Stewart Island pelagic 

and the clouds of albatross around the boat was a top contender.  Also featuring was the Hauraki Gulf 

pelagic (with the greater diversity of species, including of course NZ storm-petrel) and the falcon 

experience at Boundary Stream.  All in all an excellent trip, and I hope one that will be remembered for a 

long time. 

Last night we had all done our top five bird species of the trip (surprisingly no pies made it), but the top 

contender, well in the lead, was the Southern brown kiwi on Stewart Island.  This had obviously left an 

impression on all.  Tied for second and third place were wrybill and North Island kokako, with NZ falcon a 

close fourth, and Southern Royal albatross coming in at fifth place.  All this information, along with the daily 

checklist, and trip report will be posted on our Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ website in the next few 

days...when I get some sleep and some time! 
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As we rolled northwards we crossed the Ashburton River where there was probably about 1000 black-billed 

gulls nesting just below the SH1 road bridge.  An awesome spectacle, and nice finish to the tour.  We 

arrived at the motel in Christchurch, checked in, and unloaded the vehicle and said our good-byes. 

 

Bird of the day – Northern brown kiwi x 3, shining bronze-cuckoo x 3 

Day total – Seen = 33; new for the trip = 0; total for the trip to date = 161 (plus HEARD great-spotted kiwi) 
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Birds of the trip 

At the end of the tour we all voted for our five favourite birds of the trip.  We rated each species 1 to 5, 

with 1 being our top favourite, 5 being ‘least’ favourite.  The ratings were then given points, with 1 (our 

most favourite) having 5 points, 2 having 4 points, etc.  Below is the table showing the species we chose, 

with the number indicating the number of points the species received.  Therefore, Brent’s favourite bird 

was the New Zealand falcon, and it received 5 points. 

 

  Brent Art Barbara Malcolm Lynn John Ruth Totals 

Southern brown kiwi 3 5 5 5 5 23 

Wrybill 1 1 4 4 10 

Kokako 5 3 2 10 

New Zealand falcon 5 2 2 9 

Southern Royal albatross 4 4 8 

Rock wren 4 3 7 

Salvin's albatross 5 5 

New Zealand storm-petrel 2 2 4 

Blue duck 1 3 4 

Weka 4 4 

Sharp-tailed sandpiper 4 4 

Black stilt 3 3 

Tui 2 1 3 

Fiordland crested penguin 3 3 

Mottled petrel 3 3 

Shining bronze cuckoo 2 2 

Yellowhead 1 1 

Grey fantail 1 1 

Arctic tern 1 1 

 

 

It can be seen that the clear winner was the Southern brown kiwi, with a total of 23 points.  This was partly 

to do with the fact it was one of the last new birds for the tour, but also due to the incredible setting in 

which we saw these birds – truly magical.  Many people commented that had some of the birds been 

fresher in their minds (eg. NZ falcon, NZ storm-petrel) then they would have probably rated higher. 
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Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.

Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

KIWIS - APTERYGIDAEKIWIS - APTERYGIDAE

E 3 Northern brown kiwi Apteryx mantelli 2 1E 3 Northern brown kiwi Apteryx mantelli 2 1

E 2 Okarito brown kiwi Apteryx rowi 2 1E 2 Okarito brown kiwi Apteryx rowi 2 1

E 1 Southern brown kiwi Apteryx australis 4 1E 1 Southern brown kiwi Apteryx australis 4 1

E 3 Little spotted kiwi Apteryx owenii 1 1E 3 Little spotted kiwi Apteryx owenii 1 1E 3 Little spotted kiwi Apteryx owenii 1 1

PENGUINS - SPHENISCIDAEPENGUINS - SPHENISCIDAE

E 1 Yellow-eyed penguin Megadyptes antipodes 3 4 2E 1 Yellow-eyed penguin Megadyptes antipodes 3 4 2

1 Little penguin Eudyptula minor 6 5 1 15 1 30 50 20 81 Little penguin Eudyptula minor 6 5 1 15 1 30 50 20 8

E 3 Fiordland (New Zealand) crested penguin Eudyptes pachyrhynchus 1 1 20 10 4E 3 Fiordland (New Zealand) crested penguin Eudyptes pachyrhynchus 1 1 20 10 4

GREBES - PODICIPEDIDAEGREBES - PODICIPEDIDAE

1 2 4 3 2 41 Great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus 2 4 3 2 41 Great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus 2 4 3 2 4

E 1 New Zealand grebe (dabchick) Poliocephalus rufopectus 2 2 8 3E 1 New Zealand grebe (dabchick) Poliocephalus rufopectus 2 2 8 3

2 Australasian little grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 2 12 Australasian little grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae 2 1

ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAEALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE

5 Snowy [Wandering] albatross Diomedea chionoptera 05 Snowy [Wandering] albatross Diomedea chionoptera 0

E 3 New Zealand [Wandering] albatross Diomedea antipodensis 20 1 2E 3 New Zealand [Wandering] albatross Diomedea antipodensis 20 1 2

E 3 Southern Royal albatross Diomedea epomophora 20 1E 3 Southern Royal albatross Diomedea epomophora 20 1E 3 Southern Royal albatross Diomedea epomophora 20 1

E 2 Northern Royal albatross Diomedea sanfordi 1 1E 2 Northern Royal albatross Diomedea sanfordi 1 1

2 Black-browed albatross Thalassarche melanophris 1 2 22 Black-browed albatross Thalassarche melanophris 1 2 2

E 3 Campbell albatross Thalassarche impavida 0E 3 Campbell albatross Thalassarche impavida 0

E 1 Buller's albatross Thalassarche bulleri 2 1E 1 Buller's albatross Thalassarche bulleri 2 1

E 1 White-capped albatross Thalassarche steadi 5+ 5 1 ? 2 300+ 8 7E 1 White-capped albatross Thalassarche steadi 5+ 5 1 ? 2 300+ 8 7

E 1 Salvin's albatross Thalassarche salvini 1 1 1 5 50+ 3 6E 1 Salvin's albatross Thalassarche salvini 1 1 1 5 50+ 3 6

SHEARWATERS & PETRELSSHEARWATERS & PETRELS - PROCELLARIIDAESHEARWATERS & PETRELS - PROCELLARIIDAE

1 Flesh-footed shearwater Puffinus carneipes lots lots 6 31 Flesh-footed shearwater Puffinus carneipes lots lots 6 3

E 1 Buller's shearwater Puffinus bulleri 60+ lots 3 5 1 5E 1 Buller's shearwater Puffinus bulleri 60+ lots 3 5 1 5

1 Sooty shearwater Puffinus griseus 10+ 5 2 300+ 6 51 Sooty shearwater Puffinus griseus 10+ 5 2 300+ 6 5

4 Short-tailed shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris 1 14 Short-tailed shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris 1 1

E 1 Fluttering shearwater Puffinus gavia lots 60+ 2 lots 50+ 500+ 6E 1 Fluttering shearwater Puffinus gavia lots 60+ 2 lots 50+ 500+ 6

E 1 Hutton's shearwater Puffinus huttoni 5000 100 300+ 3E 1 Hutton's shearwater Puffinus huttoni 5000 100 300+ 3

3 4 1 23 Little shearwater Puffinus assimilis 4 1 23 Little shearwater Puffinus assimilis 4 1 2

2 Common diving-petrel Pelecanoides urinatrix 100+ lots 1 100+ 100+ 50+ 62 Common diving-petrel Pelecanoides urinatrix 100+ lots 1 100+ 100+ 50+ 6

E 1 Black (Parkinson's) petrel Procellaria parkinsoni 1 1E 1 Black (Parkinson's) petrel Procellaria parkinsoni 1 1

E 1 Westland petrel Procellaria westlandica 15 25 2E 1 Westland petrel Procellaria westlandica 15 25 2

2 White-chinned petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis 1 5 22 White-chinned petrel Procellaria aequinoctialis 1 5 2

1 Cape petrel (pigeon) Daption capense 1 10 2 60+ 7 30 20 71 Cape petrel (pigeon) Daption capense 1 10 2 60+ 7 30 20 7

3 Southern giant-petrel Macronectes giganteus 03 Southern giant-petrel Macronectes giganteus 0

1 Northern giant-petrel Macronectes halli 1 1 20 5 4 51 Northern giant-petrel Macronectes halli 1 1 20 5 4 51 Northern giant-petrel Macronectes halli 1 1 20 5 4 5

1 Fairy prion Pachyptila turtur lots 25 5 50+ 1 51 Fairy prion Pachyptila turtur lots 25 5 50+ 1 5

4 Broad-billed prion Pachyptila vittata 04 Broad-billed prion Pachyptila vittata 0

E 4 Pycroft's petrel Pterodroma pycrofti 3 1E 4 Pycroft's petrel Pterodroma pycrofti 3 1

E 1 Cook's petrel Pterodroma cookii 100+ 10 2E 1 Cook's petrel Pterodroma cookii 100+ 10 2

4 Black-winged petrel Pterodroma nigripennis 04 Black-winged petrel Pterodroma nigripennis 0

E 3 Mottled petrel Pterodroma inexpectata 9 30 2E 3 Mottled petrel Pterodroma inexpectata 9 30 2

2 Grey-faced petrel Pterodroma gouldi 20 12 Grey-faced petrel Pterodroma gouldi 20 12 Grey-faced petrel Pterodroma gouldi 20 1

STORM-PETRELS - HYDROBATIDAESTORM-PETRELS - HYDROBATIDAE

E 2 New Zealand storm-petrel Pealeornis maoriana 5 1 2E 2 New Zealand storm-petrel Pealeornis maoriana 5 1 2

5 Grey-backed storm-petrel Oceanites nereis 05 Grey-backed storm-petrel Oceanites nereis 0

1 White-faced storm-petrel Pelagodroma marina lots lots 21 White-faced storm-petrel Pelagodroma marina lots lots 2

BOOBIES AND GANNETS- SULIDAEBOOBIES AND GANNETS- SULIDAE

1 lots 30 lots 10 5 25 10 20 1 2 101 Australasian gannet Morus serrator lots 30 lots 10 5 25 10 20 1 2 101 Australasian gannet Morus serrator lots 30 lots 10 5 25 10 20 1 2 10
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Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.

Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

CORMORANTS - PHALACROCORACIDAECORMORANTS - PHALACROCORACIDAE

1 Great cormorant (black shag) Phalacrocorax carbo 1 10 3 1 8 5 2 10 5 2 2 111 Great cormorant (black shag) Phalacrocorax carbo 1 10 3 1 8 5 2 10 5 2 2 11

1 Pied cormorant Phalacrocorax varius 10 12 15 5 10 30 40 50 10 10 5 111 Pied cormorant Phalacrocorax varius 10 12 15 5 10 30 40 50 10 10 5 11

1 Little black cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 1 1 1 15 3 1 61 Little black cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 1 1 1 15 3 1 6

1 Little pied cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 3 5 10 10 10 2 5 1 1 2 10 2 2 3 5 3 161 Little pied cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 3 5 10 10 10 2 5 1 1 2 10 2 2 3 5 3 16

E 1 15 40 30 3

1 Little pied cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 3 5 10 10 10 2 5 1 1 2 10 2 2 3 5 3 16

E 1 Stewart Island shag Leucocarbo chalconotus 15 40 30 3E 1 Stewart Island shag Leucocarbo chalconotus 15 40 30 3

E 2 King shag Leucocarbo carunculatus 1 25 2E 2 King shag Leucocarbo carunculatus 1 25 2

E 1 Spotted shag Stictocarbo punctatus 10 100 2 10 10 20 20 30 60 9E 1 Spotted shag Stictocarbo punctatus 10 100 2 10 10 20 20 30 60 9

HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS - ARDEIDAEHERONS, EGRETS, BITTERNS - ARDEIDAE

1 White-faced heron Egretta novaehollandiae 10 25 2 15 15 20 15 5 10 15 5 15 10 2 1 1 2 2 15 8 201 White-faced heron Egretta novaehollandiae 10 25 2 15 15 20 15 5 10 15 5 15 10 2 1 1 2 2 15 8 20

1 Eastern reef egret (heron) Egretta sacra 1 1 1 2 41 Eastern reef egret (heron) Egretta sacra 1 1 1 2 4

2 1 12 Great egret (white heron) Ardea alba 1 12 Great egret (white heron) Ardea alba 1 1

4 Cattle egret Ardea ibis 2 14 Cattle egret Ardea ibis 2 1

3 Australasian bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus 1 1 2 33 Australasian bittern Botaurus poiciloptilus 1 1 2 3

IBISES & SPOONBILLS - THRESKIORNITHIDAEIBISES & SPOONBILLS - THRESKIORNITHIDAE

2 Royal spoonbill Platalea regia 2 3 3 27 2 200+ 2 12 82 Royal spoonbill Platalea regia 2 3 3 27 2 200+ 2 12 8

DUCKS, GEESE, SWANS - ANATIDAEDUCKS, GEESE, SWANS - ANATIDAEDUCKS, GEESE, SWANS - ANATIDAE

2 Mute swan Cygnus olor 3 12 Mute swan Cygnus olor 3 1

1 Black swan Cygnus atratus 40 10 5 10 15 60+ 50 5 10 10 15 15 5 131 Black swan Cygnus atratus 40 10 5 10 15 60+ 50 5 10 10 15 15 5 13

1 Feral (greylag) goose Anser anser 20 lots 15 20 20 2 2 71 Feral (greylag) goose Anser anser 20 lots 15 20 20 2 2 7

1 Canada goose Branta canadensis 1 20 8 40 20 2 25 5 3 91 Canada goose Branta canadensis 1 20 8 40 20 2 25 5 3 9

2 Cape Barren goose Cereopsis novaehollandiae 7 2 22 Cape Barren goose Cereopsis novaehollandiae 7 2 2

E 1 Paradise shelduck Tadorna variegata 50 50 2 5 20 15 15 20 25 2 25 25 25 15 15 20 50+ 15 18E 1 Paradise shelduck Tadorna variegata 50 50 2 5 20 15 15 20 25 2 25 25 25 15 15 20 50+ 15 18

E 1 Blue duck Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos 11 1E 1 Blue duck Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos 11 1

1 lots lots 20 10 15 5 30 30 20 40 60+ 10 25 50 20 15 15 40 40 15 20

E 1 Blue duck Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos 11 1

1 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos lots lots 20 10 15 5 30 30 20 40 60+ 10 25 50 20 15 15 40 40 15 201 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos lots lots 20 10 15 5 30 30 20 40 60+ 10 25 50 20 15 15 40 40 15 20

1 Pacific black (grey) duck Anas superciliosa 10 10 2 5 3 2 2 71 Pacific black (grey) duck Anas superciliosa 10 10 2 5 3 2 2 7

1 Grey teal Anas gracilis 3 30 30 50 200+ 20 15 20 2 91 Grey teal Anas gracilis 3 30 30 50 200+ 20 15 20 2 9

E 1 Brown teal Anas chlorotis 4+ 1 1 3E 1 Brown teal Anas chlorotis 4+ 1 1 3

1 Australasian shoveler Anas rhynchotis 15 5 10 15 40 100+ 15 15 6 6 101 Australasian shoveler Anas rhynchotis 15 5 10 15 40 100+ 15 15 6 6 10

E 1 New Zealand scaup Aythya novaeseelandiae 10 10 1 50 25 30 15 100+ 25 9E 1 New Zealand scaup Aythya novaeseelandiae 10 10 1 50 25 30 15 100+ 25 9

HAWKS, EAGLES, KITES - ACCIPTRIDAEHAWKS, EAGLES, KITES - ACCIPTRIDAEHAWKS, EAGLES, KITES - ACCIPTRIDAE

1 Swamp (Australasian) harrier Circus approximans 8 10 2 5 5 20 15 15 5 20 2 10 10 5 12 10 1 10 15 5 201 Swamp (Australasian) harrier Circus approximans 8 10 2 5 5 20 15 15 5 20 2 10 10 5 12 10 1 10 15 5 20

E 2 New Zealand falcon Falco novaeseelandiae 1 3 2 3E 2 New Zealand falcon Falco novaeseelandiae 1 3 2 3

TURKEYS - MELEADRIDAETURKEYS - MELEADRIDAE

1 Wild turkey Meleagris gallopavo 15 20 10 3 15 15 2 71 Wild turkey Meleagris gallopavo 15 20 10 3 15 15 2 7

NEW WORLD QUAIL - ODONTOPHORIDAENEW WORLD QUAIL - ODONTOPHORIDAENEW WORLD QUAIL - ODONTOPHORIDAE

3 Chukar Alectoris chukar 2 13 Chukar Alectoris chukar 2 1

1 Brown quail Coturnix ypsilophora 2 2 4 31 Brown quail Coturnix ypsilophora 2 2 4 3

1 Feral chicken (red junglefowl) Gallus gallus 5 1 1 31 Feral chicken (red junglefowl) Gallus gallus 5 1 1 3

2 Common (ring-necked) pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1 6 H 2 H H H H 82 Common (ring-necked) pheasant Phasianus colchicus 1 6 H 2 H H H H 8

2 Indian peafowl (peacock) Pavo cristatus 4 H H 32 Indian peafowl (peacock) Pavo cristatus 4 H H 3

2 California quail Callipepla californica 2 2 2 20 42 California quail Callipepla californica 2 2 2 20 4

RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS - RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS - RALLIDAERAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS - RALLIDAE

E 1 Weka Gallirallus australis 2 2 10 10 15 5E 1 Weka Gallirallus australis 2 2 10 10 15 5

2 Buff-banded (banded) rail Gallirallus philippensis 4 12 Buff-banded (banded) rail Gallirallus philippensis 4 1

3 Baillon's (marsh) crake Porzana pusilla 03 Baillon's (marsh) crake Porzana pusilla 0

3 Spotless crake Porzana tabuensis 2 13 Spotless crake Porzana tabuensis 2 1

1 Pukeko (Purple swamphen) Porphyrio melanotus lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 10 15 20 20 lots lots 15 15 10 161 Pukeko (Purple swamphen) Porphyrio melanotus lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 10 15 20 20 lots lots 15 15 10 16

E 1 South Island takahe Porphyrio hochstetteri 2 2 2E 1 South Island takahe Porphyrio hochstetteri 2 2 2

1 3 3 3 15 5 51 Common coot Fulica atra 3 3 3 15 5 51 Common coot Fulica atra 3 3 3 15 5 5
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Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

OYSTERCATCHERS - HAEMATOPODIDAEOYSTERCATCHERS - HAEMATOPODIDAE

E 1 South Island oystercatcher Haematopus finschi 5 30 30 5 H 6 8 10 20 20 15 40 15 13E 1 South Island oystercatcher Haematopus finschi 5 30 30 5 H 6 8 10 20 20 15 40 15 13

E 1 Variable oystercatcher Haematopus unicolor 2 50+ 2 5 6 60 2 5 25 5 6 30 6 4 10 15E 1 Variable oystercatcher Haematopus unicolor 2 50+ 2 5 6 60 2 5 25 5 6 30 6 4 10 15

AVOCETS & STILTS - RECURVIROSTRIDAEAVOCETS & STILTS - RECURVIROSTRIDAE

1 10 10 200 150 50 60 5 40 50 10 15 10 15 5 15 30 15 17

AVOCETS & STILTS - 

1 Pied (black-winged) stilt Himantopus himantopus 10 10 200 150 50 60 5 40 50 10 15 10 15 5 15 30 15 171 Pied (black-winged) stilt Himantopus himantopus 10 10 200 150 50 60 5 40 50 10 15 10 15 5 15 30 15 17

E 2 Black stilt Himantopus novaezelandiae 6 4 2E 2 Black stilt Himantopus novaezelandiae 6 4 2

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - CHARADIIDAEPLOVERS & LAPWINGS - CHARADIIDAE

3 Pacific golden plover Pluvialis fulva 2 27 15 11 43 Pacific golden plover Pluvialis fulva 2 27 15 11 4

E 1 New Zealand plover (dotterel) Charadrius obscurus 6 1 2E 1 New Zealand plover (dotterel) Charadrius obscurus 6 1 2

E 1 Banded dotterel (Double-banded plover) Charadrius bicinctus 3 1 8 1 1 8 1 20 8E 1 Banded dotterel (Double-banded plover) Charadrius bicinctus 3 1 8 1 1 8 1 20 8

3 1 13 Black-fronted dotterel Charadrius melanops 1 13 Black-fronted dotterel Charadrius melanops 1 1

E 1 Wrybill Anarhynchus frontalis 3 50 50 10 2 5 6E 1 Wrybill Anarhynchus frontalis 3 50 50 10 2 5 6

1 Masked lapwing (Spur-winged plover) Vanellus miles 20 20 2 10 15 20 20 20 20 20 10 10 20 15 15 20 20 20 15 191 Masked lapwing (Spur-winged plover) Vanellus miles 20 20 2 10 15 20 20 20 20 20 10 10 20 15 15 20 20 20 15 19

SANDPIPERS - SCOLOPACIDAESANDPIPERS - SCOLOPACIDAE

1 Bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica lots 20 lots lots 60+ 150 100+ 71 Bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica lots 20 lots lots 60+ 150 100+ 7

1 Ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres 6 15 7 1 25 51 Ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres 6 15 7 1 25 5

1 Red (lesser) knot Calidris canutus 50 2 lots lots 40 51 Red (lesser) knot Calidris canutus 50 2 lots lots 40 51 Red (lesser) knot Calidris canutus 50 2 lots lots 40 5

3 Red-necked stint Calidris ruficollis 3 3 6 33 Red-necked stint Calidris ruficollis 3 3 6 3

3 Pectoral sandpiper Calidris melanotos 03 Pectoral sandpiper Calidris melanotos 0

3 Sharp-tailed sandpiper Calidris acuminata 1 1 1 33 Sharp-tailed sandpiper Calidris acuminata 1 1 1 3

4 Curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 3 2 24 Curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 3 2 2

JAEGERS & SKUAS - STERCORIIDAEJAEGERS & SKUAS - STERCORIIDAE

1 Brown skua Catharacta lonnbergi 3 5 2 31 Brown skua Catharacta lonnbergi 3 5 2 3

2 1 6 2 3 1 5

1 Brown skua Catharacta lonnbergi 3 5 2 3

2 Parasitic jaeger (Arctic skua) Stercorarius parasiticus 1 6 2 3 1 52 Parasitic jaeger (Arctic skua) Stercorarius parasiticus 1 6 2 3 1 5

GULLS - LARIDAEGULLS - LARIDAE

1 Black-backed (kelp) gull Larus dominicanus 15 20 15 20 20 25 5 5 10 50 40 40 40 100+ 50+ 20 30 40 100+ 200+ 100+ 211 Black-backed (kelp) gull Larus dominicanus 15 20 15 20 20 25 5 5 10 50 40 40 40 100+ 50+ 20 30 40 100+ 200+ 100+ 21

E 1 Red-billed gull Larus scopulinus 15 30 50 20 25 70 10 5 100 200 200 25 30 25 5 50+ 70 40 18E 1 Red-billed gull Larus scopulinus 15 30 50 20 25 70 10 5 100 200 200 25 30 25 5 50+ 70 40 18

E 1 Black-billed gull Larus bulleri 150 150 15 3 20 5 300+ 60+ 60+ 1000+ 10E 1 Black-billed gull Larus bulleri 150 150 15 3 20 5 300+ 60+ 60+ 1000+ 10

TERNS - STERNIDAETERNS - STERNIDAETERNS - STERNIDAE

1 Caspian tern Sterna caspia 2 20 3 5 1 4 4 1 1 1 101 Caspian tern Sterna caspia 2 20 3 5 1 4 4 1 1 1 10

1 White-fronted tern Sterna striata lots 2 50 30 50 70 50 50 25 5 50+ 20 50+ 100+ 70 151 White-fronted tern Sterna striata lots 2 50 30 50 70 50 50 25 5 50+ 20 50+ 100+ 70 15

3 Antarctic tern Sterna vittata 2 13 Antarctic tern Sterna vittata 2 1

3 Little tern Sterna albifrons 03 Little tern Sterna albifrons 0

E 2 Fairy tern Sterna nereis 2 1E 2 Fairy tern Sterna nereis 2 1

E 1 Black-fronted tern Sterna albostriata 3 20 50 20 4E 1 Black-fronted tern Sterna albostriata 3 20 50 20 4

2 Grey ternlet (blue noddy) Procelsterna albivitta 02 Grey ternlet (blue noddy) Procelsterna albivitta 02 Grey ternlet (blue noddy) Procelsterna albivitta 0

PIGEONS & DOVES - COLUMBIDAEPIGEONS & DOVES - COLUMBIDAE

E 1 New Zealand pigeon Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae 1 5 2 6 8 5 10 25 5 1 25 10 10 2 3 2 16E 1 New Zealand pigeon Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae 1 5 2 6 8 5 10 25 5 1 25 10 10 2 3 2 16

1 Rock (feral) pigeon Columba livia 20 2 6 2 15 20 5 5 30 25 101 Rock (feral) pigeon Columba livia 20 2 6 2 15 20 5 5 30 25 10

3 African (Barbary) collared-dove Streptopelia roseogrisea 1 2 1 1 43 African (Barbary) collared-dove Streptopelia roseogrisea 1 2 1 1 4

2 Spotted dove Streptopelia chinensis 2 12 Spotted dove Streptopelia chinensis 2 1

PARROTS - PARROTS - PSITTACIDAEPARROTS - PSITTACIDAE

3 Sulphur-crested cockatoo Cacatua galerita 3 13 Sulphur-crested cockatoo Cacatua galerita 3 1

E 1 New Zealand kaka Nestor meridionalis 10 25 H H 1 H 15 4 8E 1 New Zealand kaka Nestor meridionalis 10 25 H H 1 H 15 4 8

E 1 Kea Nestor notabilis 2 10 2E 1 Kea Nestor notabilis 2 10 2

2 Eastern rosella Platycercus eximius 2 10 H 10 2 2 62 Eastern rosella Platycercus eximius 2 10 H 10 2 2 6

E 1 Red-crowned parakeet Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 5 10 6 20 4E 1 Red-crowned parakeet Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae 5 10 6 20 4

E 1 Yellow-crowned parakeet Cyanoramphus auriceps 1 3 H 3E 1 Yellow-crowned parakeet Cyanoramphus auriceps 1 3 H 3
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Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.

Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

CUCKOOS- CUCULIDAECUCKOOS- CUCULIDAE

3 Shining bronze-cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus 1 H H H 5 53 Shining bronze-cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus 1 H H H 5 5

3 Long-tailed koel (cuckoo) Eudynamys taitensis H 3 1 ? 43 Long-tailed koel (cuckoo) Eudynamys taitensis H 3 1 ? 4

OWLS - STRIGIDAEOWLS - STRIGIDAE

1 H H H 2 1 H H 7

OWLS - 

1 Morepork Ninox novaeseelandiae H H H 2 1 H H 71 Morepork Ninox novaeseelandiae H H H 2 1 H H 7

2 Little owl Athene noctua 1 12 Little owl Athene noctua 1 1

KINGFISHERS - ALCEDINIDAEKINGFISHERS - ALCEDINIDAE

1 Sacred kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 20 30+ H 5 2 5 5 5 2 1 1 111 Sacred kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 20 30+ H 5 2 5 5 5 2 1 1 11

NEW ZEALAND WRENS - ACANTHISITTIDAENEW ZEALAND WRENS - ACANTHISITTIDAE

E 1 1 1 10 1 2 1 6E 1 Rifleman Acanthisitta chloris 1 1 10 1 2 1 6E 1 Rifleman Acanthisitta chloris 1 1 10 1 2 1 6

E 2 Rock (South Island) wren Xenicus gilviventris 2 1E 2 Rock (South Island) wren Xenicus gilviventris 2 1

LARKS - ALAUDIDAELARKS - ALAUDIDAE

1 Sky lark Alauda arvensis lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 15 lots lots lots lots 191 Sky lark Alauda arvensis lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 15 lots lots lots lots 19

SWALLOWS - HIRUNDINIDAESWALLOWS - HIRUNDINIDAE

1 Welcome swallow Hirundo neoxena lots lots 10 lots lots 5 10 lots 10 20 20 5 10 5 10 5 5 5 5 2 201 Welcome swallow Hirundo neoxena lots lots 10 lots lots 5 10 lots 10 20 20 5 10 5 10 5 5 5 5 2 201 Welcome swallow Hirundo neoxena lots lots 10 lots lots 5 10 lots 10 20 20 5 10 5 10 5 5 5 5 2 20

WAGTAILS & PIPITS - MOTACILLIDAEWAGTAILS & PIPITS - MOTACILLIDAE

E 1 New Zealand pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 4 5 2E 1 New Zealand pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 4 5 2

ACCENTORS - PRUNELLIDAEACCENTORS - PRUNELLIDAE

1 Dunnock Prunella modularis H 1 H 2 H 2 5 3 2 2 3 111 Dunnock Prunella modularis H 1 H 2 H 2 5 3 2 2 3 11

THRUSHES - THRUSHES - TURDIDAETHRUSHES - TURDIDAE

1 Common blackbird Turdus merula lots lots 2 lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 1 lots lots lots 211 Common blackbird Turdus merula lots lots 2 lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 1 lots lots lots 21

1 Song thrush Turdus philomelos lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 191 Song thrush Turdus philomelos lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 19

OLD WORLD WARBLERS - SYLVIIDAEOLD WORLD WARBLERS - SYLVIIDAE

E 1 New Zealand fernbird Megalurus punctata 1 1 H 2 2 5E 1 New Zealand fernbird Megalurus punctata 1 1 H 2 2 5

FANTAILS - RHIPIDURIDAEFANTAILS - RHIPIDURIDAEFANTAILS - RHIPIDURIDAE

1 Grey fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa 5 5 5 4 15 10 10 H 1 H 3 1 1 131 Grey fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa 5 5 5 4 15 10 10 H 1 H 3 1 1 13

AUSTRALASIAN ROBINS - PETROCIDAEAUSTRALASIAN ROBINS - PETROCIDAE

E 1 North Island tomtit Petroica toitoi 4 2 2 H 4E 1 North Island tomtit Petroica toitoi 4 2 2 H 4

E 1 South Island tomtit Petroica macrocephala 1 5 5 3E 1 South Island tomtit Petroica macrocephala 1 5 5 3

E 1 North Island robin Petroica longipes 3 1 5 5 H 5E 1 North Island robin Petroica longipes 3 1 5 5 H 5

E 1 South Island robin Petroica australis 2 H H 10 4E 1 South Island robin Petroica australis 2 H H 10 4E 1 South Island robin Petroica australis 2 H H 10 4

WHISTLERS & ALLIES - PACHYCEPHALIDAEWHISTLERS & ALLIES - PACHYCEPHALIDAE

E 1 Whitehead Mohoua albicilla lots lots 40+ 25 2 5E 1 Whitehead Mohoua albicilla lots lots 40+ 25 2 5

E 2 Yellowhead Mohoua ochrocephala 3 1E 2 Yellowhead Mohoua ochrocephala 3 1

E 1 New Zealand brown creeper Mohoua novaeseelandiae 4 H H 30 4E 1 New Zealand brown creeper Mohoua novaeseelandiae 4 H H 30 4

THORNBILLS & ALLIES - ACANTHIZIDAETHORNBILLS & ALLIES - ACANTHIZIDAE

E 1 5 5 2 2 H 15 15 15 H H H H 3 5 2 5 2 H 18

THORNBILLS & ALLIES - 

E 1 Grey gerygone (warbler) Gerygone igata 5 5 2 2 H 15 15 15 H H H H 3 5 2 5 2 H 18E 1 Grey gerygone (warbler) Gerygone igata 5 5 2 2 H 15 15 15 H H H H 3 5 2 5 2 H 18

WHITE-EYES - ZOSTEROPIDAEWHITE-EYES - ZOSTEROPIDAE

1 Silvereye (waxeye) Zosterops lateralis 5 15 H H 5 2 10 5 10 2 5 5 5 5 5 10 10 5 181 Silvereye (waxeye) Zosterops lateralis 5 15 H H 5 2 10 5 10 2 5 5 5 5 5 10 10 5 18

STITCHBIRD - NOTIOMYSTIDAESTITCHBIRD - NOTIOMYSTIDAE

E 1 Stitchbird Notiomystis cincta 6 2 2E 1 Stitchbird Notiomystis cincta 6 2 2
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Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.

Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

HONEYEATERS - MELIPHAGIDAEHONEYEATERS - MELIPHAGIDAE

E 1 New Zealand bellbird Anthornis melanura 2 2 30 10 20 25 10 10 3 5 5 10 H 20 14E 1 New Zealand bellbird Anthornis melanura 2 2 30 10 20 25 10 10 3 5 5 10 H 20 14

E 1 Tui Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae 5 15 2 40 30 5 30 30 25 5 2 10 20 5 10 10 16E 1 Tui Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae 5 15 2 40 30 5 30 30 25 5 2 10 20 5 10 10 16

WATTLEBIRDS - CALLAEIDAEWATTLEBIRDS - CALLAEIDAE

E 2 2 2 2 3

WATTLEBIRDS - 

E 2 North Island kokako Callaeas wilsoni 2 2 2 3E 2 North Island kokako Callaeas wilsoni 2 2 2 3

E 1 North Island saddleback Philesturnus rufusater 30 10 2E 1 North Island saddleback Philesturnus rufusater 30 10 2

E 1 South Island saddleback Philesturnus carunculatus 2 10 2E 1 South Island saddleback Philesturnus carunculatus 2 10 2

BELLMAGPIES - CRACTICIDAEBELLMAGPIES - CRACTICIDAE

1 Australian magpie Gymnorhina tibicen 5 10 3 15 5 15 20 45 40 23 5 30 20 10 25 15 25 50 30 191 Australian magpie Gymnorhina tibicen 5 10 3 15 5 15 20 45 40 23 5 30 20 10 25 15 25 50 30 19

CROWS, JAYS, MAGPIES - CORVIDAECROWS, JAYS, MAGPIES - CORVIDAECROWS, JAYS, MAGPIES - CORVIDAE

3 Rook Corvus frugilegus 2 13 Rook Corvus frugilegus 2 1

STARLINGS - STURNIDAESTARLINGS - STURNIDAE

1 Common starling Sturnus vulgaris lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 201 Common starling Sturnus vulgaris lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 20

1 Common myna Acridotheres tristis lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 81 Common myna Acridotheres tristis lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 8

OLD WORLD SPARROWS - PASSERIDAEOLD WORLD SPARROWS - PASSERIDAEOLD WORLD SPARROWS - PASSERIDAE

1 House sparrow Passer domesticus lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 5 lots lots lots 211 House sparrow Passer domesticus lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots lots 5 lots lots lots 21

SISKINS, CROSSBILLS - FRINGILLIDAESISKINS, CROSSBILLS - FRINGILLIDAE

1 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 5 10 6 2 3 15 25 30 15 15 10 15 20 20 20 15 15 15 15 191 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 5 10 6 2 3 15 25 30 15 15 10 15 20 20 20 15 15 15 15 19

1 European greenfinch Carduelis chloris 5 20 10 2 10 10 10 5 5 5 10 5 5 10 15 10 161 European greenfinch Carduelis chloris 5 20 10 2 10 10 10 5 5 5 10 5 5 10 15 10 16

1 European goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 5 10 5 5 10 10 10 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 10 161 European goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 5 10 5 5 10 10 10 10 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 10 16

1 Common redpoll Carduelis flammea 4 2 40 H H 5 5 10 5 10 20 30 20 10 141 Common redpoll Carduelis flammea 4 2 40 H H 5 5 10 5 10 20 30 20 10 141 Common redpoll Carduelis flammea 4 2 40 H H 5 5 10 5 10 20 30 20 10 14

BUNTINGS, SPARROWS - EMBERIZIDAEBUNTINGS, SPARROWS - EMBERIZIDAE

1 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 2 20 2 10 15 15 5 15 25 15 10 5 15 10 15 20 15 171 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 2 20 2 10 15 15 5 15 25 15 10 5 15 10 15 20 15 17

3 Cirl bunting Emberiza cirlus 2 13 Cirl bunting Emberiza cirlus 2 1

ADDITIONAL SPECIESADDITIONAL SPECIES

Kookaburra 3 1Kookaburra 3 1

Semi-palmated plover 1 1Semi-palmated plover 1 1Semi-palmated plover 1 1

Grey-tailed tattler 1 1Grey-tailed tattler 1 1

Black kite 1 1Black kite 1 1

Great-spotted kiwi H 1Great-spotted kiwi H 1

Arctic tern 2 1Arctic tern 2 1

European rabbit 1 lots lots lots lots 3 2 lots lots lots 10European rabbit 1 lots lots lots lots 3 2 lots lots lots 10

Common brush-tailed possum 1 1 5 2 4Common brush-tailed possum 1 1 5 2 4Common brush-tailed possum 1 1 5 2 4

Long-finned eel 1 1Long-finned eel 1 1

Cave weta sp. 1 1Cave weta sp. 1 1

Fresh-water crayfish 1 1Fresh-water crayfish 1 1

Banded kokopu 1 1Banded kokopu 1 1

Glow-worms 1 1Glow-worms 1 1

Common copper 1 1 2Common copper 1 1 2

Brown hare 1 1 2Brown hare 1 1 2

Stick insect 1 1

Brown hare 1 1 2

Stick insect 1 1Stick insect 1 1

Blue shark 2 1Blue shark 2 1

Short-beaked common dolphin 10 1Short-beaked common dolphin 10 1

Tuatara 1 1Tuatara 1 1

Tree weta sp. 1 1Tree weta sp. 1 1

Kahawai lots 1Kahawai lots 1

Red admiral 3 1Red admiral 3 1

Feral goat 1 1 2Feral goat 1 1 2Feral goat 1 1 2

Hedgehog 1 1Hedgehog 1 1
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Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.Date 01-Nov 02-Nov 03-Nov 04-Nov 05-Nov 06-Nov 07-Nov 08-Nov 09-Nov 10-Nov 11-Nov 12-Nov 13-Nov 14-Nov 15-Nov 16-Nov 17-Nov 18-Nov 19-Nov 20-Nov 21-Nov No.

Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 daysDay 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 days

Onion orchid 1 1Onion orchid 1 1

Bottle-nose dolphin 50+ 1Bottle-nose dolphin 50+ 1

NZ fur seal 50+ 20 10 10 4NZ fur seal 50+ 20 10 10 4

Monarch butterfly 1 1Monarch butterfly 1 1

Dusky dolphin 100+ 10 2Dusky dolphin 100+ 10 2

Yellow admiral butterfly 1 1

Dusky dolphin 100+ 10 2

Yellow admiral butterfly 1 1Yellow admiral butterfly 1 1

Red damselfly lots 1Red damselfly lots 1

Dragon fly sp. 5 1Dragon fly sp. 5 1

Native cockroach sp. 1 1Native cockroach sp. 1 1

Ground beetle (Carabid sp.) 1 1Ground beetle (Carabid sp.) 1 1

Hector's dolphin 10 6 2Hector's dolphin 10 6 2

Green-hood orchid lots 1Green-hood orchid lots 1

Feral cat 1 1Feral cat 1 1Feral cat 1 1

New Zealand sea lion 3 1New Zealand sea lion 3 1

TOTAL 54 60 38 50 62 63 56 58 41 61 53 43 52 44 40 34 56 34 54 42 33TOTAL 54 60 38 50 62 63 56 58 41 61 53 43 52 44 40 34 56 34 54 42 33

NEW 54 17 19 11 5 6 7 6 3 4 4 4 4 4 1 1 4 4 1 2 0NEW 54 17 19 11 5 6 7 6 3 4 4 4 4 4 1 1 4 4 1 2 0

TRIP TO DATE 54 71 90 101 106 112 119 125 128 132 136 140 144 148 149 150 154 158 159 161 161TRIP TO DATE 54 71 90 101 106 112 119 125 128 132 136 140 144 148 149 150 154 158 159 161 161

HEARD 1 1 0 1 2 1 3 5 1 3 3 1 3 2 2 6 1 0 0 1 0HEARD 1 1 0 1 2 1 3 5 1 3 3 1 3 2 2 6 1 0 0 1 0
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