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This 21day ur benefitted hugely from exceptional weather enjoyed during almost the whole trip. Apart
from a little rain during our day in the Central North Island and the odd shower during our Stewart Island
pelagic we had exceptional fine conditions throughotitwds especially good during the kiwi trips, which
ultimately resulted in all four species being seen.

Of note are a couple of other points. This tour saw all four kiwi species targeted, with great views of three

of them (little spotted kiwi, Okarito brom; and Southern brown) and brief but good views of the Northern
ONBGY @ ¢tKA&d 61 a4 NBFESOGSR Ay GKS W. ANR 2F (KS ¢N
cleanedup on all targeted endemic landbirds, with great views of all of them. Aghpwe chased a

number of other species around the countryside, getting excellent views thiealey endemics and native

species is alwayspiority, and we did this with relative ease. To mention just a few, yellowhead in two
different locationswith prolonged and stunning viewslose prolongediews of a pair of South Island

(rock) wren, 28 Fiordland crested penguins in Milford Sound (plus good sightings on two other days), five

New Zealand falcons seen during the tour in both the North and Sdatidis both species of saddleback,

scope views of both shinidgronze and longailed cuckoos, kea in several locations, wonderful close views

of wrybill, blue duck in North and South Islands with stunning close views in the S3usipecies of tube
nosedseabird(inc 8 albatross specie$) Y R Y I NSt f 2dza @A Sga 2F NBRLR{t 0
Bruce!).

With 33 species of tubaosed seabird, we obviously did very well with thedagics, basically seeing all

species that could have been expected, plfievamore. Birds like Antarctic fulmar, grbgicked storm

LISGNBE X | YRLBANB2YBENBGIRNY WAOAY3I 2y (KS f@F 1SQ 0A
some/all participants The eight species of albatross almost all gave great viewspandny cases

spectacular views. Clouds of albatross (mainly wtétgped) off Stewart Island was something to

remember. Again it was exceptional weather (with the strong winds off Kaikoura having a definite benefit

on the birding) and perhaps also goaahing seasonally.

This all added up to a record number of species seen duringdapiour. Sav set a record in 2009 of 165

species, which based on the current taxonomy we used was actually 168 species. So although during the

tour | thought we had beaté KA & NB O2 NR , tgirfy) for thizlledd witH 188 speidBgs@dion

GKS wnnd Gl E2y2Yé K26SOSNE S RAR IS0 mMcc aLISOASaA
comb. Either way we got a fantastic species list, and despite noigemok (ha!) we got to see the

important New Zealand birds. We also gotto ¥edzOK 2 F bS¢g %SIfl yRQa alLISOodal C
weather (ok wedid miss the central North Island volcanoes, but the viewdto€ookwere second to

none), and had a grat time as well. The group got on really well, we had a lot of laughs, poked a lot of fun

at each other, andve ate a few pies Thanks for making it such an enjoyable trip guys!

Brent Stephensorfleader and ceowner of Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ)

PS. I bould just mention that all exaggerations, bad jokes, and artistically licensed information contained
within the tour report below is solely and wholeeartedly mine!

Wryhbill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilltours.com www.wrybilltours.com
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25 October2011 z Day One

We were all up bright and early and ready for action. Threvsas shining, there were still All Black

supporters reeling from the close victory over France, and everyone was poised like a coiled spring. We
KSFRSR 2dzi 0KNRdzZZIK GKS &aLINI gt 2F ! dzO1flFyR G2 GKS
overlooking a rae patch of kauri forest. Along the way we had quick views of spotted dove, and a bunch of
other introductions, but nearing the park we had our first views of tui, New Zealand pigeon, and purple
swamphen (pukeko).

Standing in the sunshine overlooking tleeest we had good views of tui, pigeon, fantail, silvereye and
heard shining bronzeuckoo and tomtit. A very confiding male North Island robin came and checked us
out and sang his heart out right in front of us. Eastern rosellas flitted around the giliag colourful but
brief views and another noisy Australian flew out of the forest scrakking away as ¢ 8edphurcrested
cockatoo in the bag.

We then headed up the coast and checked out the beautiful but rugged West Coast at a local Australasian
gannet colony. The birds were all in attendance, mostly with eggs, although the odd small chick was also
visible. Theravere also about 400+ whitéronted terns in attendance, some nesting and some with quite
large chicks, quite a spread of breeding s®gA pair of variable oystercatchers were down on the beach,
and tui, yellowhammer and a sacred kingfisher were seen around the area.

We then grabbed some lunch enroute, and headedawards Waiwera where weat and ate lunch
overlooking a patch of tidanudflats with mangroves. Fleeting glimpses of fmafiided rails were not

enough to put on the list, but it was a nice spot for lunch. We then headed on to some wetland areas with
small numbers of New Zealand grebe, New Zealand scaup, Australasialeshgrey teal, Pacific black

duck, and black swan. A lone little black shag sat in the sun looking on.

We then headedhorthwards, basically making aliBe for Dargaville and the Kauri Top 10 holiday Park. We
checked in to our accommodations, and thattled in, having an hour or so to check out the local bgds

tui, rosellas, etc. After dinner at the local Kaihu Tavern (built in 1855) we headed out with Herb from the
holiday park into Trounson Kauri Park. Expectations were high and before tooddmepwd the first male

kiwi call. However, they made us work for it, with two rather obscured views before-miaste good but

brief view of a bird out in the open grass. We digdigantastic close views of a morepork for several
minutes, as well alkauri snails, banded kokogandemic fish)longfinned eel, freskhwater crayfish, glow
worms (actually a fly maggot!), cave wetas, and even a possum. All in all a great night, and excellent first
day of the tour.

Bird of the dayg Northern brownkiwi x2 Australasian gannet x1, New Zealand dottereNeéw Zealand
pigeonxl1, North Island robin x2.

Day total¢ Seer=51 + 3heard €hining bronzecuckoo, dunnock, North Island tomtinew for the trip =
51, total for the trip to date = &

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilltours.com www.wrybilltours.com
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26 October2011 z Day Two

So it was up and off to breakfast at a civilised hour, keeping in mind we had been up till late the night

before. A beaut breakfast of bacon, sausage, eggs, cereals and toast had us powered up for the day and we
headed northwards wh the sun shining again. We took the short walk in to visit Tane Mahtite

largest of the kauri trees, and possibly anol2000 years old. Whatevesiage it really is a spectacular

tree and we even had some lovdiarinaorchids flowering and a ¥e PterostyligGreenhood) orchids

flowering, although almost finished. A couple of nice male tomtits kicked the days list off to a good start.

We headed southwards back towards Dargaville and then across towards Waipu, stopping on the way to
visitasmalll2yR g KSNB 020K ! dZAGNIfFaAly FyR bSg »%SIflyR
seem to be breeding yet, but the NZ grebes had at least two chicks and both adults were busy diving with

the chicks protected under thewings. Very cool watchirthe heads pop out from under the wings to be

fed by the adults.

We then headed down int@Vaipu to grab some lunch and headed to a nearby estuary. Within seconds
GSQR aLRGUSR I FILANER (GSNYy NeR2aldAy3da 2y ih&sBopefalzR T I (i
everyone before it took off whilst we ate our lunch. We then scoped the rest of the estuary seeing all the
usual suspects bar-tailed godwit, a single red knot, a few turnstone, lots of variable oystercatchers and a

good number of New Zeahd dotterel. It was a nice opportunity spend some time checking out the

endemic waders, enjoying the sunshine, and waiting for a fairy tern to appear, and they did. We spotted

two birds roosting further down the estuary, and as we headed towards tiey took flight and one

ended up hovering over a small pool not far away, before doing the same over the main channel. The other
then did almost the same thing before landing, and we had closer scope views. Pretty happy with that,

they flew off back uphe estuary and we decided to head off as well.

We checked out another estuary along the coast, finding alireeding little tern and a great egret, along

with a heap more whitdaced herons, before heading further south to a great spot for-bafided ails.

We ended up with three in one binocular view, with excellent views of them walking along the shoreline. A
small flock of brown teal was also nice.

[Ladtes a4 AF GKS RIe KIRyQG 688y 322R Syz2dadliks 68
views of them, before a lovely dinner in the little town of Warkwor#ind the forecast looks good for the
pelagic tomorrow...

Bird of the daycg Fairy tern 2xbuff-banded rail x4

Day total¢ Seen 59+ 3 heard kaka,shining bronzecuckoq bellbird); new for the trip =17 total for the
trip to date = 68

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilltours.com www.wrybilltours.com
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27 October2011 z Day Three

With the conditions perfect for a pelagic trip out onto the Hauraki Gulf, we set offssassinvith Brett

Rathe our skipper, and Phil Hammond our guide for the dadrent decided he needed a break from us, but
came up with the excuse of toothache and made a visit to the dentist. Luckily he only needed five teeth
extracted...or at least that was the story!

We headed out onto the Hauraki Gulf and it was almostdalon, but chummingt several locations

yielded fantastic views of all the local specialties (including great views of probably 8 New Zealand storm
LISGNBfaz /22104 YR o0fl O1-TERIGINREY dAYiQd &> LIIERS € Hz ¥
faced stormpetrels and even a blaekinged petrel.

l'a AT |ttt GKS 0ANRAa ¢SNByQil Sy2dAK ¢S YIylI3ISR a4S@
several sharks including a rather large blue shark that kept us entertained. All in allstifadidg out on

GKS 61 GSNE 2dzad (G2 NBFffe dzJaSdad . NByids Fa AF (GKS

Bird of the day¢ New Zealand storrpetrel x4, white-faced stormpetrel x1, weka x2

Day total¢ Seen =38; new for the trip =16; total for the trip to date 84

28 October2011 z Day Four

So we were up and rested, heading away with overnight bags packed...possibly the smallest overnight bags
LQ@PS SOSN) aSSyH b20d &dz2NB 6KIFG 0Kl Wehekdedoi o6dzi L 3
towards Gulf Harbourgain with the sun shining, and arrived to find a reef egret and whited heron

side by side on the rock walear the pier. Nice comparison.

The ferry arrived and we headed out to the island with about 100 school kids...glad we are staying over
nightand have a few hours on the island without anyone else. Pretty quiet crossing with only a single flesh
footed shearwater seen until we got to the island and could see out beyond where there was a flock of
white-fronted terns feeding and at least one, pidlly two Arctic skuas (parasijaeger) wheeling around
F'Y2y3ad GKS GSNyao CKSNBE ¢l a Ffaz2 4G4 tSraad 2yS:z
too distant.

We headed up for the briefing and then up through the trails to the bunkho@sethe way it was hard to

miss the whiteheads, bellbirds, and tui on the way, and there were plenty of stitchbirds around the feeders
and elsewhere. We checked into the bunkhouse, unpacked, had lunch and then had a rest before heading
out again in the d@érnoon.

We headed back down to the wharf and sat beside one of the ponds waiting, waiting, and waiting. A brief
glimpse of a spotless crake spurred us on and eventually we were rewarded with awesome prolonged
views of a spotless crake feeding along thdge of the pond. The brown teal pair and ducklings had kept

us entertained right the way through the wait, and a fernbird even popped up right beside us about 1.5m

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilltours.com www.wrybilltours.com
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away, so a pretty nice way to spend the afternoon. We then headed slowly back up tortkieoise and
finally managed to get a good viewakokako having not heard a peep from one all day.

Back at the bunkhouse we had possibly the best meal of the trip (I have to say that because | cooked it!),

BBQ steak and lamb, with salad and potatoesofedd up with dark chocolate for dessert... mmmmmmm!

We then headed out for our nocturnal ramble, heading right the way down to the other end of the island.

No kiwi called until 2100 which was a bit of a shock, and shortly thereafter we had great vigws of

morepork which sat perched and then hovered right above us, perfect! A bit further on we had a pretty

good sized tuatara right on the track and had really nice elgseiews. We walked back towards the

bunkhouse thinking a kiwi was going to jump atiany stage (in fact by this stage | was thinking the damn

things had gone back to bed!), and we were within 2 minutes of the bunkhouse when we found a kiwi right
0S54ARS (KS NRIR® 28 SyRSR dzlJ Kl @Ay 3 SvuebefofthSy G LIN.
species, so very very happy. A short walk back to the bunkhouse for a milo and bed!

Bird of the dayc Little spotted kiwi x5, saddleback x1, stitchbird x1

Day total¢ Seen 7+ 1 heard (ittle blue penguin; new for the trip =12; total for the trip to date =96

© Brent Stephenson

Eco-Vista: @hotography & Research
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29 October2011 z DayFive

Well | realised why the overnight bags were so small...seems the men at least had failed to pack all their
anti-snore medicine and devices! It was like snoring in Dolby 5.1 surround sothedgoys room...man!

52y Qi 1y2¢ ¢6Kez odzi aSSya SOSNEB GAYS LQ@OS 4621Sy
morning was no different. We had a leisurely break{psbbably because everyone was too tired from

lack of sleep to move quicRlgind then packed up, cleaned up and then headed out. We wandered back
down towards the wharf as the rain easadd had kokakainging in all sorts of places. We had quick but
good views of one bird singing and listened to it for quite some time befodénfy a pair singing, mutual
preening and then gathering material to line its nest with cabbage tree fibres etc. The nest turned out to
be just a couple of metres off the trail and we had great views of its mate sitting preening and singing
nearby whilstit visited the nest several times to add to it. Magic! Down near the wharf we had another
kokako singing just after the ferry arrived and the crowds had dispersed.

Our water taxi arrived and we headed back to Gulf Harbour with just a single little ipesggpn along the

way. We loaded the vehicle up and headed off towards Miranda making a quick lunch and fuel stop on the
way. Marvin threatened to put a peppsteak pie down as bird of the day, but | knew with Miranda

coming up that memory would fade wh he saw a wrybill.

At Miranda the tide had already dropped considerably and the birds were well out from the hide, but
before we had even left the carpark we had a flock of Pacific golden plovers, a single whimdreba
gulkbilled terns. Headingcross to the hide we quickly had a couple of wrybill in the scope and-blhel

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilttours.com www.wrybill-tours.com
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gulls, with all the migrant shorebirds being well outonthe mtdS QR 2y f & 2dzad OKSO] SR
FILyidlraidaO SYyRSYAO&A YR a2YS02RRYRIAGAISKS yizLl NEK S@&S KI
NRE 21 KEéH LiQa (2daAaK 3Iolréhargaled3shdpiRersOvera Befdntdas ek 8nd S R I
every time | lookedhere seemedto be anotherthat had come from somewhere, with six in the end. We

spent a goodit of time just enjoying the sun and scanning the mudflats, with thelglliid terns doing

some passes, and then as we left we found the marsh sandpiper roosting with a small flock of pied stilts.

2S (KSYy KFR F oAdG 27F I nyiBemioo baidrpdheaddl diKaiatafarQ@S 06 S S
dinner, before retiring for the night.

Bird of the dayq white-faced heron x1 (??? HUKJrybill x1,sharptailed sandpiper xlkokakox4

Day total¢ Seen 59; new for the trip =9; total for the trip to date =105
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30 October2011 z Day Six

Up after a restful night of no snoring, and headed down tohilte and shellbanks at Miranda. The tide

was coming in, and the gtbilled terns and whimbrel were still in the same place. When we got to the

hide, the sharptailed sands were also still there, and as the tide came in the numbers -0dibed godwit

YR NBR 1y2G &adlFNGSR (2 AYyONBlIasSo 2§ RARYyQil SyR
was pretty spectacular watching tlgdwit and knot wheeling round and resettling on the shellbanks.

As the crowds gathered (Miranda Shorebird Centre open day) we headed off and towards Whitianga. We
arrived in Whitianga, checked in, grabbed some lunch and then headed down to the marina to get on o
boat. We met with lan and Andy and headed out, seeing reef egret on the way, as weltededulls at

a nesting colony and pied shags in the pohutukawa trees nesting as well.

As we headed out we had a single parasitic jaeger on the water, tieak diff and headed towards the
white-fronted terns feeding nearby, and then we started to see lots of common dpetrgls and a few
white-faced stormpetrels and fluttering shearwaters. As we reached our chumming location out beyond
the Mercury Islandsve had a distant Northern Royal albatross go past, and a little shearwater land nearby.

With the chum in the water the birds started to come in, with of course the ffesked shearwaters being

the first to arrive. They dominated the pack, but over tfext few hours we had reasonable numbers of

.dzf £ SNR&a akKSFENBIFIGSNER: | FS¢ ofl Ol LISGNBtaz FyR (K
2yS OFINBFdzfex AG glayQd dGAftf €1 G§SN GKIF (eadsSWei (i | NIi
were pretty lucky to have several albatross around the boat as well, with at least 4-eepped albatross,

FYR H . dzZf §t SNRa&A FYR H {IfQOAYyQa® I aAy3ftS b2NIKSNY
close, but we had good close wig of several grefaced petrels, at least a couple of sooty shearwaters and

the highlight was a pass by a mottled petrel. Possibly the same bird came back a few minutes later, but this
time further out. We also had a small mako shark checking out thenan several occasions, and even

try chasing a few birds around.

l'a GKS ydzYoSNE 2F t @ONRBTGQa A yhe Wy bpattthira sindll pdISFOA RS R
O02YY2y R2f LIKAYyasx odzi GKS& @gSNBYQl Ay okalpidfaladd¥ dzf Y2
pasta joint before heading home with full bellies!

Bird of the dayg . dzf falBaikdesix5wrybill x1, mottled petrel x1

Day total¢ Seen #66; new for the trip =8; total for the trip to date =113

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilltours.com www.wrybilltours.com
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31 October2011 z Day Seven

So it was a bakery stop first thing...pies for breakfast (these guys are slipping into the kiwi way of life far too
easily), and then on the road. We stopped in at Whangamarino to check out the bittern spot, and | was
aghast when after almostanteNJ ¢S KIF Ry QG F2dzyR F+ aAy3tS 2y SH ¢ K
2dzad R2y Qi GKAYy]l UGUKSNB ¢l a Syz2dAK O2@SNJ Fachd 4 KS o
herons than you could shake a stick at, a few ducks and miscellantmsghings there was no bittern.

We drove slowly along other likely spots, but still no luck, so it was time to put the foot down and head
through to Pureora.

We got through to Pureora Forest after lunch and ate our sandwiches in one of the picnioeedasking

the forest edge. Robins and tomtits were singing away, and lots of whitehead, but the getionved

LJ NI 18SSéa 3PS dza GKS YSNNE NYzy | NRdzy Ro {1 & |ljdz
and in the scopeThere were alsa few Eastern rosellas around which was a little disappointing, especially
when they DID stop and show themselvd3id get great views of kaka flying over though with lots of birds

in the area.

We then headed to the forest tower and headed up to see whatcould spy. Robins and rifleman around
the area were nice, and several more kaka. Pretty quiet on thetlilegl cuckoo front, with the first bird
heard calling after we had left the tower. So we drove the roads trying to get closaatalisaw ifly, so

drove further and then had fantastic scope views for about ten minutes. The bird sat right in the top of a
tree calling and gave great views...very weird for a {tailgd cuckoo!

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilttours.com www.wrybill-tours.com
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We then headed back down the road, checking out a few other spetsre heading for Taupo, getting
coot on the way. Also a few scaup, black swan, and shoveler which was nice.

Bird of the dayg Longtailed cuckoo x4, rifleman xkaka 1> OKI FFAYOK O6A G Qa 3ISOHGAY:
these people!)

Day total¢ Seen 57 + 1 heard €common pheasant, Indian peafowdunnock; new for the trip =6; total
for the trip to date =119

1 November 2011z DayEight

So we were up, yet another bakery stop, and then on the road with a light drizzle (the weather that is). We
headed across the Napieraupo highway with pie crumbs flying, and contented snores starting to erupt,
when | spied what looked like a duck shaped object on a rock as we went over a bridge. Managing to do a
u-turn a few kilometres down the road, we came backhe bridge and yes there it was, a blue duck sitting

on a rock just downstream of the bridge. We parked on the side of the road, being a little distracted by a
shining bronze cuckoo calling nearby and getting a quick view of it, before heading eritadfe and

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybilktours.com www.wrybill-tours.com
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getting quick views of the bird as it took to the water and headed downstream. Nice! In the hundreds of
GNRALA f2y3 GKA&a NRBFR GKAA Aa GKS FANRG GAYS LQ@S
in the area.

We then headd on for Boundary Stream and did one of the walks getting good views of the usual forest
birds including rifleman, tomtit, robin, whitehead, and grey warbler. A quiet falcon call had me going as |
finished a pitstop at the bathroom, but never called aga We headed off along the trail and first heard a
falcon pair making a few noises, and then saw the male circle out and around and then over us, giving really
nice views before heading off.

On the way back we kept an ear out for kokako, but not muchethieut with eyes to the ground managed
to find several small colonies of spider orchids in flower. Great little things and possibly at least two
different species.

Things were going oh so well! We headed down to Napier, where the weather was dry andamdr
decided to see if we could find some bittern. The first stop had a lot of potential, until we realised there
was somebody working on the tree plantings, and theeze certainly no bittern to be seen. There were a
few ducks and Royal spoonbill@asonsolation prize though! So we headed on to a couple of other local
spots looking for bittern and perhaps a chance at the little egret...ha! Luck seemed to have run out with
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the Te Aute rookery (which had been active a few weeks before) to find empty nests where there had
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in my head fo the rest of the afternoon! At least until we got to Anderson Park and found the three
plumed whistling ducks happily lined up on the pond edge...thank goodness!

So we called past Westshore, grabbed a bfagkted dotterel on the trot and then headed f@urangi,
where it started to rain...

Bird of the dayg blue duck x2, lmmed whistling duck xINZ falcon &, blackfronted dotterel XL

Day total¢ Seen 59 +2 heard (ong-tailed cuckoo, redpo)j new forthe trip =6; total for the trip to date =
125
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2 November 2011 7z Day Nine

We were up at 054Qyes! 0540!!) and headed out in the rain to try our luck with bittern. We headed to an

area on the southern shore of Lake Taupo, and as we slowly headed down a road | spotted one moving

quite quickly féNJ O2 @S NIp ' YVF2NIdzy §Sftex RdzS G2 GKS NIAy 2y
from the backof the van,and within seconds it had disappeared never to be seen again. We did hear at

least 34 different males booming which was arealtreat, Buk Ry Qi Y I y I 3S G2 FAYR 2V
bunch of different places. We were so close to one male booming that you could hear the inhale before

the boom which was pretty cool.

We then headed back and packed the vehicle, and headed on to a site ferfifiikd. We had fantastic

viewsof a bird for several minuteas he sat still in the open branches of a bush would you believe it! We

then headed south towards Ruatiti to spend some time looking for blue duck. Approaching the river it

became apparenthat the rain we had been having had had an effect on the water levels and the river was
higher than it normally is this time of year. We stopped at every spot you could look down into the river,
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got to the bridge over the river and managedsjot a duck right up at the end of the river. Grabbing the

scopes we got onto the bird as it fed in the fast flow, before hauling out on a rock for A bituple of
shiningbronze cuckoos were a slight distraction, but when another rain shower came through | was

suddenly standing in the rain alone!

We headed down to the Domain for a spot of lunch and then checked the area for more ducks, but not a
one tobe seen. We heard a couple of robins from the camping area, and there were whitehead, bellbird,
and fantails zipping around the place to keep us occupied.

We then decided to head for Foxton Beach to have a look at the Manawatu Estuary where Sav had found
great knot the previous day. We drove through the very scerlicNJ Lhntlthe@were caught actually

taking photos through the van window as we drove would youebeliit!) towards Wanganui, with the odd

rain storm coming through. We arrived at tManawatu Estuary to find the tide right in and the godwit
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pretty obvious with big black spots still present on the breast. A stunning bird eadydbigger with a

longer drooping bill than the red knots. Love it when a plan comes together...still no rooks though! We

took some time to check out the wrybill properly as well, as they are pretty approachable here and had

great views of them in thecope just a few metres away.

We then decided to head for Feilding to our Motel, where we checked in, had a breather before dinner and
then had a dinner in twn with Sav and Jody.

Bird of the dayg Blue duck xgshiningbronzecuckoo %, Australasian bittrn x1

Day total¢ Seen 57 + 3 heard Common pheasantNI robin whitehead; new for the trip =3; total for the
trip to date =128
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