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This 21-day tour benefitted hugely from exceptional weather enjoyed during almost the whole trip.  Apart 

from a little rain during our day in the Central North Island and the odd shower during our Stewart Island 

pelagic we had exceptional fine conditions throughout.  It was especially good during the kiwi trips, which 

ultimately resulted in all four species being seen. 

Of note are a couple of other points.  This tour saw all four kiwi species targeted, with great views of three 

of them (little spotted kiwi, Okarito brown, and Southern brown) and brief but good views of the Northern 

ōǊƻǿƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǿƛ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

cleaned-up on all targeted endemic landbirds, with great views of all of them.  Although, we chased a 

number of other species around the countryside, getting excellent views of all the key endemics and native 

species is always a priority, and we did this with relative ease.  To mention just a few, yellowhead in two 

different locations with prolonged and stunning views, close prolonged views of a pair of South Island 

(rock) wren, 28 Fiordland crested penguins in Milford Sound (plus good sightings on two other days), five 

New Zealand falcons seen during the tour in both the North and South Islands, both species of saddleback, 

scope views of both shining-bronze and long-tailed cuckoos, kea in several locations, wonderful close views 

of wrybill, blue duck in North and South Islands with stunning close views in the South, 33 species of tube-

nosed seabird (inc 8 albatross species), ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƭƻǳǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǇƻƭƭ όƧǳǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǿŀƪŜ 

Bruce!). 

With 33 species of tube-nosed seabird, we obviously did very well with the pelagics, basically seeing all 

species that could have been expected, plus a few more.  Birds like Antarctic fulmar, grey-backed storm-

ǇŜǘǊŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳ-ǇŜǘǊŜƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ΨƛŎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΩ ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǎŜǎ ƭƛŦŜ ōƛǊŘǎ for 

some/all participants.  The eight species of albatross almost all gave great views, and in many cases 

spectacular views.  Clouds of albatross (mainly white-capped) off Stewart Island was something to 

remember.  Again it was exceptional weather (with the strong winds off Kaikoura having a definite benefit 

on the birding) and perhaps also good timing seasonally. 

This all added up to a record number of species seen during a 21-day tour.  Sav set a record in 2009 of 165 

species, which based on the current taxonomy we used was actually 168 species.  So although during the 

tour I thought we had beateƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ, tying for the lead with 168 species.  Based on 

ǘƘŜ нллф ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳȅ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƎŜǘ мсс ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻƻǘƘ 

comb.  Either way we got a fantastic species list, and despite not seeing rook (ha!) we got to see the 

important New Zealand birds.  We also got to see ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ƛƴ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 

weather (ok we did miss the central North Island volcanoes, but the views of Mt Cook were second to 

none), and had a great time as well.  The group got on really well, we had a lot of laughs, poked a lot of fun 

at each other, and we ate a few pies.  Thanks for making it such an enjoyable trip guys! 

Brent Stephenson (leader and co-owner of Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ) 

PS. I should just mention that all exaggerations, bad jokes, and artistically licensed information contained 

within the tour report below is solely and whole-heartedly mine! 
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25 October 2011 ɀ Day One 

We were all up bright and early and ready for action.  The sun was shining, there were still All Black 

supporters reeling from the close victory over France, and everyone was poised like a coiled spring.  We 

ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŀǿƭ ƻŦ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƛǘŀƪŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǇ 

overlooking a nice patch of kauri forest.  Along the way we had quick views of spotted dove, and a bunch of 

other introductions, but nearing the park we had our first views of tui, New Zealand pigeon, and purple 

swamphen (pukeko). 

Standing in the sunshine overlooking the forest we had good views of tui, pigeon, fantail, silvereye and 

heard shining bronze-cuckoo and tomtit.  A very confiding male North Island robin came and checked us 

out and sang his heart out right in front of us.  Eastern rosellas flitted around the place giving colourful but 

brief views and another noisy Australian flew out of the forest scrakking away as it flew ς Sulphur-crested 

cockatoo in the bag. 

We then headed up the coast and checked out the beautiful but rugged West Coast at a local Australasian 

gannet colony.  The birds were all in attendance, mostly with eggs, although the odd small chick was also 

visible.  There were also about 400+ white-fronted terns in attendance, some nesting and some with quite 

large chicks, quite a spread of breeding stages.  A pair of variable oystercatchers were down on the beach, 

and tui, yellowhammer and a sacred kingfisher were seen around the area. 

We then grabbed some lunch enroute, and headed on towards Waiwera where we sat and ate lunch 

overlooking a patch of tidal mudflats with mangroves.  Fleeting glimpses of buff-banded rails were not 

enough to put on the list, but it was a nice spot for lunch.  We then headed on to some wetland areas with 

small numbers of New Zealand grebe, New Zealand scaup, Australasian shoveler, grey teal, Pacific black 

duck, and black swan.  A lone little black shag sat in the sun looking on. 

We then headed northwards, basically making a B-line for Dargaville and the Kauri Top 10 holiday Park.  We 

checked in to our accommodations, and then settled in, having an hour or so to check out the local birds ς 

tui, rosellas, etc.  After dinner at the local Kaihu Tavern (built in 1855) we headed out with Herb from the 

holiday park into Trounson Kauri Park.  Expectations were high and before too long we heard the first male 

kiwi call.  However, they made us work for it, with two rather obscured views before a last-minute good but 

brief view of a bird out in the open grass.  We did have fantastic close views of a morepork for several 

minutes, as well as kauri snails, banded kokopu (endemic fish), long-finned eel, fresh-water crayfish, glow-

worms (actually a fly maggot!), cave wetas, and even a possum.  All in all a great night, and excellent first 

day of the tour. 

 

Bird of the day ς Northern brown kiwi x2, Australasian gannet x1, New Zealand dotterel x1, New Zealand 

pigeon x1, North Island robin x2. 

Day total ς Seen = 51 + 3 heard (shining bronze-cuckoo, dunnock, North Island tomtit); new for the trip = 

51; total for the trip to date = 51 
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26 October 2011 ɀ Day Two 

So it was up and off to breakfast at a civilised hour, keeping in mind we had been up till late the night 

before.  A beaut breakfast of bacon, sausage, eggs, cereals and toast had us powered up for the day and we 

headed northwards with the sun shining again.  We took the short walk in to visit Tane Mahuta ς the 

largest of the kauri trees, and possibly around 2000 years old.  Whatever its age it really is a spectacular 

tree and we even had some lovely Earina orchids flowering and a few Pterostylis (Greenhood) orchids 

flowering, although almost finished.  A couple of nice male tomtits kicked the days list off to a good start. 

We headed southwards back towards Dargaville and then across towards Waipu, stopping on the way to 

visit a small ǇƻƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭŀǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ƎǊŜōŜǎ ōǊŜŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭŀǎƛŀƴ ƎǊŜōŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

seem to be breeding yet, but the NZ grebes had at least two chicks and both adults were busy diving with 

the chicks protected under their wings.  Very cool watching the heads pop out from under the wings to be 

fed by the adults. 

We then headed down into Waipu to grab some lunch and headed to a nearby estuary.  Within seconds 

ǿŜΩŘ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊȅ ǘŜǊƴ ǊƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŘŦƭŀǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘǳŀǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ the scope for 

everyone before it took off whilst we ate our lunch.  We then scoped the rest of the estuary seeing all the 

usual suspects ς bar-tailed godwit, a single red knot, a few turnstone, lots of variable oystercatchers and a 

good number of New Zealand dotterel.  It was a nice opportunity to spend some time checking out the 

endemic waders, enjoying the sunshine, and waiting for a fairy tern to appear, and they did.  We spotted 

two birds roosting further down the estuary, and as we headed towards them they took flight and one 

ended up hovering over a small pool not far away, before doing the same over the main channel.  The other 

then did almost the same thing before landing, and we had closer scope views.  Pretty happy with that, 

they flew off back up the estuary and we decided to head off as well. 

We checked out another estuary along the coast, finding a non-breeding little tern and a great egret, along 

with a heap more white-faced herons, before heading further south to a great spot for buff-banded rails.  

We ended up with three in one binocular view, with excellent views of them walking along the shoreline.  A 

small flock of brown teal was also nice. 

[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƪƻƻƪŀōǳǊǊŀǎ ǇŜǊŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ Ǝƻƻd 

views of them, before a lovely dinner in the little town of Warkworth.  And the forecast looks good for the 

pelagic tomorrow... 

 

Bird of the day ς Fairy tern 2x, buff-banded rail x4 

Day total ς Seen = 59 + 3 heard (kaka, shining bronze-cuckoo, bellbird); new for the trip = 17; total for the 

trip to date = 68 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 25 October ς 14 November 2011                                      Page 8 of 74 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 25 October ς 14 November 2011                                      Page 9 of 74 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 25 October ς 14 November 2011                                      Page 10 of 74 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

27 October 2011 ɀ Day Three 

With the conditions perfect for a pelagic trip out onto the Hauraki Gulf, we set off on Assassin with Brett 

Rathe our skipper, and Phil Hammond our guide for the day.  Brent decided he needed a break from us, but 

came up with the excuse of toothache and made a visit to the dentist.  Luckily he only needed five teeth 

extracted...or at least that was the story! 

We headed out onto the Hauraki Gulf and it was almost too calm, but chumming at several locations 

yielded fantastic views of all the local specialties (including great views of probably 8 New Zealand storm-

ǇŜǘǊŜƭǎΣ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ όtŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎύ ǇŜǘǊŜƭΣ ŦƭǳǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŦƭŜǎƘ-ŦƻƻǘŜŘΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ .ǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǿhite-

faced storm-petrels and even a black-winged petrel. 

!ǎ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ .ǊȅŘŜΩǎ ǿƘŀƭŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴΩǎΣ ŀ ǎǳƴŦƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ 

several sharks including a rather large blue shark that kept us entertained.  All in all a fantastic day out on 

ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳǇǎŜǘ .ǊŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘ ōƛƭƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ 

 

Bird of the day ς New Zealand storm-petrel x4, white-faced storm-petrel x1, weka x2 

Day total ς Seen = 38; new for the trip = 16; total for the trip to date = 84 

 

28 October 2011 ɀ Day Four 

So we were up and rested, heading away with overnight bags packed...possibly the smallest overnight bags 

LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΗ  bƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōǳǘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ  We headed off 

towards Gulf Harbour, again with the sun shining, and arrived to find a reef egret and white-faced heron 

side by side on the rock wall near the pier.  Nice comparison. 

The ferry arrived and we headed out to the island with about 100 school kids...glad we are staying over 

night and have a few hours on the island without anyone else.  Pretty quiet crossing with only a single flesh-

footed shearwater seen until we got to the island and could see out beyond where there was a flock of 

white-fronted terns feeding and at least one, probably two Arctic skuas (parasitic jaeger) wheeling around 

ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ .ǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ōǳǘ 

too distant. 

We headed up for the briefing and then up through the trails to the bunkhouse.  On the way it was hard to 

miss the whiteheads, bellbirds, and tui on the way, and there were plenty of stitchbirds around the feeders 

and elsewhere.  We checked into the bunkhouse, unpacked, had lunch and then had a rest before heading 

out again in the afternoon. 

We headed back down to the wharf and sat beside one of the ponds waiting, waiting, and waiting.  A brief 

glimpse of a spotless crake spurred us on and eventually we were rewarded with awesome prolonged 

views of a spotless crake feeding along the edge of the pond.  The brown teal pair and ducklings had kept 

us entertained right the way through the wait, and a fernbird even popped up right beside us about 1.5m 
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away, so a pretty nice way to spend the afternoon.  We then headed slowly back up to the bunkhouse and 

finally managed to get a good view of a kokako having not heard a peep from one all day. 

Back at the bunkhouse we had possibly the best meal of the trip (I have to say that because I cooked it!), 

BBQ steak and lamb, with salad and potatoes, followed up with dark chocolate for dessert...mmmmmmm!  

We then headed out for our nocturnal ramble, heading right the way down to the other end of the island.  

No kiwi called until 2100 which was a bit of a shock, and shortly thereafter we had great views of a 

morepork which sat perched and then hovered right above us, perfect!  A bit further on we had a pretty 

good sized tuatara right on the track and had really nice close-up views.  We walked back towards the 

bunkhouse thinking a kiwi was going to jump out at any stage (in fact by this stage I was thinking the damn 

things had gone back to bed!), and we were within 2 minutes of the bunkhouse when we found a kiwi right 

ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǾƛŜǿǎΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ LΩve had of this 

species, so very very happy.  A short walk back to the bunkhouse for a milo and bed! 

 

Bird of the day ς Little spotted kiwi x5, saddleback x1, stitchbird x1 

Day total ς Seen = 47 + 1 heard (little blue penguin); new for the trip = 12; total for the trip to date = 96 
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29 October 2011 ɀ Day Five 

Well I realised why the overnight bags were so small...seems the men at least had failed to pack all their 

anti-snore medicine and devices!  It was like snoring in Dolby 5.1 surround sound in the guys room...man! 

5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ ¢ƛǊƛǘƛǊƛ aŀǘŀƴƎƛ ƭŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦΦΦŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

morning was no different.  We had a leisurely breakfast (probably because everyone was too tired from 

lack of sleep to move quickly) and then packed up, cleaned up and then headed out.  We wandered back 

down towards the wharf as the rain eased and had kokako singing in all sorts of places.  We had quick but 

good views of one bird singing and listened to it for quite some time before finding a pair singing, mutual 

preening and then gathering material to line its nest with cabbage tree fibres etc.  The nest turned out to 

be just a couple of metres off the trail and we had great views of its mate sitting preening and singing 

nearby whilst it visited the nest several times to add to it.  Magic!  Down near the wharf we had another 

kokako singing just after the ferry arrived and the crowds had dispersed. 

Our water taxi arrived and we headed back to Gulf Harbour with just a single little penguin seen along the 

way.  We loaded the vehicle up and headed off towards Miranda making a quick lunch and fuel stop on the 

way.  Marvin threatened to put a pepper-steak pie down as bird of the day, but I knew with Miranda 

coming up that memory would fade when he saw a wrybill. 

At Miranda the tide had already dropped considerably and the birds were well out from the hide, but 

before we had even left the carpark we had a flock of Pacific golden plovers, a single whimbrel and two 

gull-billed terns.  Heading across to the hide we quickly had a couple of wrybill in the scope and black-billed 
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gulls, with all the migrant shorebirds being well out on the mud.  ²ŜΩŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǇƛǇŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ Ǌƻƻƪ ȅŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ 

ǊƻƻƪΚέΗ  LǘΩǎ ǘƻǳƎƘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΗ  Four sharp-tailed sandpipers were present as well, and 

every time I looked there seemed to be another that had come from somewhere, with six in the end.  We 

spent a good bit of time just enjoying the sun and scanning the mudflats, with the gull-billed terns doing 

some passes, and then as we left we found the marsh sandpiper roosting with a small flock of pied stilts. 

²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎǘ όǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƪƻƴ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǎƘƛng them too hard?) and headed to Kaiaua for 

dinner, before retiring for the night. 

 

Bird of the day ς white-faced heron x1 (??? HUH), wrybill x1, sharp-tailed sandpiper x1, kokako x4 

Day total ς Seen = 59; new for the trip = 9; total for the trip to date = 105 
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30 October 2011 ɀ Day Six 

Up after a restful night of no snoring, and headed down to the hide and shellbanks at Miranda.  The tide 

was coming in, and the gull-billed terns and whimbrel were still in the same place.  When we got to the 

hide, the sharp-tailed sands were also still there, and as the tide came in the numbers of bar-tailed godwit 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ ƪƴƻǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊǳŘŘȅ ǘǳǊƴǎǘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 

was pretty spectacular watching the godwit and knot wheeling round and resettling on the shellbanks. 

As the crowds gathered (Miranda Shorebird Centre open day) we headed off and towards Whitianga.  We 

arrived in Whitianga, checked in, grabbed some lunch and then headed down to the marina to get on our 

boat.  We met with Ian and Andy and headed out, seeing reef egret on the way, as well as red-billed gulls at 

a nesting colony and pied shags in the pohutukawa trees nesting as well. 

As we headed out we had a single parasitic jaeger on the water, that lifted off and headed towards the 

white-fronted terns feeding nearby, and then we started to see lots of common diving-petrels and a few 

white-faced storm-petrels and fluttering shearwaters.  As we reached our chumming location out beyond 

the Mercury Islands we had a distant Northern Royal albatross go past, and a little shearwater land nearby. 

With the chum in the water the birds started to come in, with of course the flesh-footed shearwaters being 

the first to arrive.  They dominated the pack, but over the next few hours we had reasonable numbers of 

.ǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǎƘŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŜǘǊŜƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪΩǎ ǇŜǘǊŜƭǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ  /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ 

ƻƴŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƛƭƭ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŀōƭŜ tȅŎǊƻŦǘΩǎ ǇŜǘǊŜƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ Ƙeads.  We 

were pretty lucky to have several albatross around the boat as well, with at least 4 white-capped albatross, 

ŀƴŘ н .ǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ н {ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎΦ  ! ǎƛƴƎƭŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǇŜǘǊŜƭ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 

close, but we had good close views of several grey-faced petrels, at least a couple of sooty shearwaters and 

the highlight was a pass by a mottled petrel.  Possibly the same bird came back a few minutes later, but this 

time further out.  We also had a small mako shark checking out the chum on several occasions, and even 

try chasing a few birds around. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ tȅŎǊƻŦǘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƻƴ the way spotting a small pod of 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ ƳƻƻŘΦ  .ŀŎƪ ƻƴ ŘǊȅ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭocal pizza and 

pasta joint before heading home with full bellies! 

 

Bird of the day ς .ǳƭƭŜǊΩǎ albatross x5, wrybill x1, mottled petrel x1 

Day total ς Seen = 66; new for the trip = 8; total for the trip to date = 113 
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31 October 2011 ɀ Day Seven 

So it was a bakery stop first thing...pies for breakfast (these guys are slipping into the kiwi way of life far too 

easily), and then on the road.  We stopped in at Whangamarino to check out the bittern spot, and I was 

aghast when after almost an hoǳǊ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻƴŜΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ L 

Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴΦ  {ƻ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ-faced 

herons than you could shake a stick at, a few ducks and miscellaneous other things there was no bittern.  

We drove slowly along other likely spots, but still no luck, so it was time to put the foot down and head 

through to Pureora. 

We got through to Pureora Forest after lunch and ate our sandwiches in one of the picnic areas overlooking 

the forest edge.  Robins and tomtits were singing away, and lots of whitehead, but the yellow-crowned 

ǇŀǊŀƪŜŜǘǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊǊȅ Ǌǳƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  {ŀǿ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŀƛƭ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊŎƘŜŘ 

and in the scope.  There were also a few Eastern rosellas around which was a little disappointing, especially 

when they DID stop and show themselves!  Did get great views of kaka flying over though with lots of birds 

in the area. 

We then headed to the forest tower and headed up to see what we could spy.  Robins and rifleman around 

the area were nice, and several more kaka.  Pretty quiet on the long-tailed cuckoo front, with the first bird 

heard calling after we had left the tower.  So we drove the roads trying to get close to it, and saw it fly, so 

drove further and then had fantastic scope views for about ten minutes.  The bird sat right in the top of a 

tree calling and gave great views...very weird for a long-tailed cuckoo! 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 25 October ς 14 November 2011                                      Page 22 of 74 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

We then headed back down the road, checking out a few other spots, before heading for Taupo, getting 

coot on the way.  Also a few scaup, black swan, and shoveler which was nice. 

 

Bird of the day ς Long-tailed cuckoo x4, rifleman x1, kaka x1Σ ŎƘŀŦŦƛƴŎƘ όƛǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ 

these people!) 

Day total ς Seen = 57 + 1 heard (common pheasant, Indian peafowl, dunnock); new for the trip = 6; total 

for the trip to date = 119 

 

 

 

1 November 2011 ɀ Day Eight 

So we were up, yet another bakery stop, and then on the road with a light drizzle (the weather that is).  We 

headed across the Napier-Taupo highway with pie crumbs flying, and contented snores starting to erupt, 

when I spied what looked like a duck shaped object on a rock as we went over a bridge.  Managing to do a 

u-turn a few kilometres down the road, we came back to the bridge and yes there it was, a blue duck sitting 

on a rock just downstream of the bridge.  We parked on the side of the road, being a little distracted by a 

shining bronze cuckoo calling nearby and getting a quick view of it, before heading onto the bridge and 
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getting quick views of the bird as it took to the water and headed downstream.  Nice!  In the hundreds of 

ǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ŘǳŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ 

in the area. 

We then headed on for Boundary Stream and did one of the walks getting good views of the usual forest 

birds including rifleman, tomtit, robin, whitehead, and grey warbler.  A quiet falcon call had me going as I 

finished a pit-stop at the bathroom, but never called again.  We headed off along the trail and first heard a 

falcon pair making a few noises, and then saw the male circle out and around and then over us, giving really 

nice views before heading off. 

On the way back we kept an ear out for kokako, but not much there, but with eyes to the ground managed 

to find several small colonies of spider orchids in flower.  Great little things and possibly at least two 

different species. 

Things were going oh so well!  We headed down to Napier, where the weather was dry and warm, and 

decided to see if we could find some bittern.  The first stop had a lot of potential, until we realised there 

was somebody working on the tree plantings, and there were certainly no bittern to be seen.  There were a 

few ducks and Royal spoonbill as a consolation prize though!  So we headed on to a couple of other local 

spots looking for bittern and perhaps a chance at the little egret...ha!  Luck seemed to have run out with 

ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƴƛŦŦ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƪȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ  ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ get any worse...until we got to 

the Te Aute rookery (which had been active a few weeks before) to find empty nests where there had 

ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ƻŦ Ǌƻƻƪ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΩ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ  bƻǘ ŀ ƻƴŜΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ ƪŜǇǘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ 

in my head for the rest of the afternoon!  At least until we got to Anderson Park and found the three 

plumed whistling ducks happily lined up on the pond edge...thank goodness! 

So we called past Westshore, grabbed a black-fronted dotterel on the trot and then headed for Turangi, 

where it started to rain... 

Bird of the day ς blue duck x2, plumed whistling duck x1, NZ falcon x3, black-fronted dotterel x1 

Day total ς Seen = 59 + 2 heard (long-tailed cuckoo, redpoll); new for the trip = 6; total for the trip to date = 

125 
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2 November 2011 ɀ Day Nine 

We were up at 0540 (yes! 0540!!!) and headed out in the rain to try our luck with bittern.  We headed to an 

area on the southern shore of Lake Taupo, and as we slowly headed down a road I spotted one moving 

quite quickly foǊ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ  ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ 

from the back of the van, and within seconds it had disappeared never to be seen again.  We did hear at 

least 3-4 different males booming which was a real treat, but ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ 

bunch of different places.  We were so close to one male booming that you could hear the inhale before 

the boom which was pretty cool. 

We then headed back and packed the vehicle, and headed on to a site to find fernbird.  We had fantastic 

views of a bird for several minutes as he sat still in the open branches of a bush would you believe it!  We 

then headed south towards Ruatiti to spend some time looking for blue duck.  Approaching the river it 

became apparent that the rain we had been having had had an effect on the water levels and the river was 

higher than it normally is this time of year.  We stopped at every spot you could look down into the river, 

ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ŘǳŎƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΗ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŀǊched so much of the river for so little effect!  We 

got to the bridge over the river and managed to spot a duck right up at the end of the river.  Grabbing the 

scopes we got onto the bird as it fed in the fast flow, before hauling out on a rock for a bit.  A couple of 

shining-bronze cuckoos were a slight distraction, but when another rain shower came through I was 

suddenly standing in the rain alone! 

We headed down to the Domain for a spot of lunch and then checked the area for more ducks, but not a 

one to be seen.  We heard a couple of robins from the camping area, and there were whitehead, bellbird, 

and fantails zipping around the place to keep us occupied. 

We then decided to head for Foxton Beach to have a look at the Manawatu Estuary where Sav had found a 

great knot the previous day.  We drove through the very scenic tŀǊŀǇŀǊŀΩǎ (and they were caught actually 

taking photos through the van window as we drove would you believe it!) towards Wanganui, with the odd 

rain storm coming through.  We arrived at the Manawatu Estuary to find the tide right in and the godwit 

ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŘŦƭŀǘǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƭƻŎƪΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƪƴƻǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ 

pretty obvious with big black spots still present on the breast.  A stunning bird and clearly bigger with a 

longer drooping bill than the red knots.  Love it when a plan comes together...still no rooks though!  We 

took some time to check out the wrybill properly as well, as they are pretty approachable here and had 

great views of them in the scope just a few metres away. 

We then decided to head for Feilding to our Motel, where we checked in, had a breather before dinner and 

then had a dinner in town with Sav and Jody. 

 

Bird of the day ς Blue duck x6, shining-bronze cuckoo x1, Australasian bittern x1 

Day total ς Seen =57 + 3 heard (Common pheasant, NI robin, whitehead); new for the trip = 3; total for the 

trip to date = 128 
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