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The 'Official' New Zealand Birders checklist

Compiled by Brent Stephenson and Sav Saville of Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ - www.wrybill-tours.com

The geographical boundary for this list is the political boundary of New Zealand and thus includes the North (N), South (S), and
Stewart Island (Sl), the New Zealand sub-Antarctic islands (SA), the Chatham (C) and Kermadec (K) Islands, the Ross Sea
(RS), offshore islands around these regions, and all waters within 200 nm.

All species counted should be seen alive and in the wild (translocated island populations are countable including all species on
Tiritiri Matangi, Kapiti Island, Ulva Island, etc.). Beachcast birds, as long as they are still alive, are countable. Birds can not be
included in this list based only on hearing calls/song.

Species identified, but not currently on this list should be reported to the New Zealand Rare Birds Committee which is part of
the Ornithological Society of New Zealand (OSNZ). Visit their website for forms and further details about which other species
listed below should also be reported - www.osnz.org.nz It should be noted that this list has not been reviewed by the OSNZ,
and is an entirely independent initiative.

This checklist has been created for personal use, and is not to be used for commercial use, or to be placed on any website,
without the permission of Brent or Sav. Please contact us first if you are interested in using it commercially or placing on a
website.

Species are colour coded according to their status, endemic (En - pale blue), native breeders (Na - pink), introduced (In - light
yellow), and non-breeding migrants/vagrants/stragglers (Nb - white). A total of 364 species are listed, with 101 endemic, 83
native, 43 introduced, and 137 migrant/vagrant/stragglers.

Common name Scientific name Status N S SI SA C K RS
Northern brown kiwi Apteryx mantelli Uncmn En O O O O O O O
Okarito brown kiwi Apteryx rowi Rare En O O O O O O O
Southern brown kiwi Apteryx australis Uncmn En O O O O O O O
Haast brown kiwi Apteryx australis "Haast' Rare En O O O O O O O
Little spotted kiwi Apteryx owenii Rare En O O O O O O O
Great spotted kiwi Apteryx haastii Uncmn En O O O O O O O
Great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus Uncmn Na O O O O O O O
New Zealand grebe (dabchick) Poliocephalus rufopectus Uncmn En O O O O O O 0O
Hoary-headed grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus Vagnt Ne O O O O O O 0O
Australasian little grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae Rare Na O O O O O O 0O
Snowy [Wandering] albatross Diomedea chionoptera Uncmn Ne O O O 0O O O 0O
New Zealand [Wandering] albatross Diomedea antipodensis loccomn En O O O O O O O
Southern Royal albatross Diomedea epomophora loccomm En O O O O O O 0O
Northern Royal albatross Diomedea sanfordi loccomn En O O O O O O O
Laysan albatross Phoebastria immutabilis Vagnt Ne O O O 0O O O 0O
Black-browed albatross Thalassarche melanophris Cmn Na O O O O O O 0O
Campbell albatross Thalassarche impavida Cmn En O O O O O O O
Buller's albatross Thalassarche bulleri Cmn En O O O O O 0O O
Shy albatross Thalassarche cauta Vagnt Ne O O O O O O 0O
White-capped albatross Thalassarche steadi Cmn En O O O O O O O
Salvin's albatross Thalassarche salvini Cmn En O O 0O O O O 0O
Chatham Island albatross Thalassarche eremita Rare En O O O O O O O
Atlantic yellow-nosed albatross Thalassarche chlororhynchos Vagnt Ne O O O 0O O O 0O
Indian yellow-nosed albatross Thalassarche carteri Uncmn Na O O O O O O 0O
Grey-headed albatross Thalassarche chrysostoma loccommn Na O O O O O O 0O
Sooty albatross Phoebetria fusca Vagnt Ne O O O O O O O
Light-mantled sooty albatross Phoebetria palpebrata Uncmn Na O O O O O O O
Cory's shearwater Calonectris diomedea Vagnt Ne O O O O O O O
Pink-footed shearwater Puffinus creatopus Vagnt Ne O O O 0O O O O
Flesh-footed shearwater Puffinus carneipes Cmn Na O O O O O O 0O
Wedge-tailed shearwater Puffinus pacificus loccomm Na O O O O O O 0O
Buller's shearwater Puffinus bulleri Cmn En O O O O O O O
Sooty shearwater Puffinus griseus Cmn Na O O O O O O O
Short-tailed shearwater Puffinus tenuirostris Cmn Ne O O O 0O O O O
Christmas Island shearwater Puffinus nativitatis Vagnt Ne O O O 0O O O O
Manx shearwater Puffinus puffinus Vagnt Ne O O O O O O O
Fluttering shearwater Puffinus gavia Cmn En O O O O O O O
Hutton's shearwater Puffinus huttoni loccomn En O O 0O O 0O O 0O
Little shearwater Puffinus assimilis Cmn Na O O O O O O O
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Common name
Newell's shearwater

Common diving-petrel
South Georgian diving-petrel
Grey petrel

Black (Parkinson's) petrel
Westland petrel
White-chinned petrel
Bulwer's petrel

Tahiti petrel

Kerguelen petrel

Snow petrel

Cape petrel (pigeon)
Antarctic petrel

Southern (Antarctic) fulmar
Southern giant-petrel
Northern giant-petrel

Fairy prion

Fulmar prion

Slender-billed prion
Antarctic prion

Salvin's prion

Broad-billed prion

Blue petrel

Stejneger's petrel

Pycroft's petrel

New Caledonian (Gould's) petrel
Cook's petrel

Black-winged petrel
Chatham Island petrel
Mottled petrel

White-naped petrel

Juan Fernandez petrel
Phoenix petrel

Kermadec petrel
Providence petrel
Grey-faced petrel

Chatham Island taiko (Magenta petrel)
White-headed petrel
Soft-plumaged petrel
Leach's storm-petrel
Wilson's storm-petrel
Grey-backed storm-petrel
White-faced storm-petrel
New Zealand storm-petrel
Black-bellied storm-petrel
White-bellied storm-petrel
Emperor penguin

King penguin

Yellow-eyed penguin
Gentoo penguin

Adelie penguin

Chinstrap penguin

Little penguin

Western rockhopper penguin
Eastern rockhopper penguin
Moseley's rockhopper penguin
Macaroni penguin

Royal penguin

Fiordland (New Zealand) crested penguin

Snares crested penguin
Erect-crested penguin

Scientific name
Puffinus newelli

Pelecanoides urinatrix
Pelecanoides georgicus
Procellaria cinerea
Procellaria parkinsoni
Procellaria westlandica
Procellaria aequinoctialis
Bulweria bulwerii
Pseudobulweria rostrata
Lugensa brevirostris
Pagodroma nivea
Daption capense
Thalassoica antarctica
Fulmarus glacialoides
Macronectes giganteus
Macronectes halli
Pachyptila turtur
Pachyptila crassirostris
Pachyptila belcheri
Pachyptila desolata
Pachyptila salvini
Pachyptila vittata
Halobaena caerulea
Pterodroma longirostris
Pterodroma pycrofti
Pterodroma caledonica
Pterodroma cookii
Pterodroma nigripennis
Pterodroma axillaris
Pterodroma inexpectata
Pterodroma cervicalis
Pterodroma externa
Pterodroma alba
Pterodroma neglecta
Pterodroma solandri
Pterodroma gouldi
Pterodroma magentae
Pterodroma lessonii
Pterodroma mollis
Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Oceanites oceanicus
Oceanites nereis
Pelagodroma marina
Pealeornis maoriana
Fregetta tropica
Fregetta grallaria
Aptenodytes forsteri
Aptenodytes patagonicus
Megadyptes antipodes
Pygoscelis papua
Pygoscelis adeliae
Pygoscelis antarctica
Eudyptula minor
Eudyptes chrysocome
Eudyptes filholi
Eudyptes moseleyi
Eudyptes chrysolophus
Eudyptes schlegeli
Eudyptes pachyrhynchus
Eudyptes robustus
Eudyptes sclateri
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Common name
Magellanic penguin
Red-tailed tropicbird
White-tailed tropicbird
Australian pelican
Cape gannet
Australasian gannet
Brown booby

Masked booby

Great cormorant (black shag)
Pied cormorant

Little black cormorant
Little pied cormorant
Stewart Island shag
King shag

Chatham Island shag
Bounty Island shag
Auckland Island shag
Campbell Island shag
Spotted shag

Pitt Island shag
Darter (anhinga)
Great frigatebird
Lesser frigatebird
White-faced heron
Little egret

Eastern reef egret (heron)
White-necked (Pacific) heron
Great egret (white heron)
Intermediate egret
Cattle egret

Nankeen night heron
Australasian bittern
Little bittern

Glossy ibis

Australian white ibis
Straw-necked ibis
Royal spoonbill
Yellow-billed spoonbill
Plumed whistling-duck
Mute swan

Black swan

Feral (greylag) goose
Canada goose

Cape Barren goose
Australian shelduck
Paradise shelduck
Australian wood (maned) duck
Blue duck

Mallard

Pacific black (grey) duck
Grey teal

Chestnut teal

Brown teal

Auckland Island teal
Campbell Island teal
Australasian shoveler
Northern shoveler
Northern pintail
Pink-eared duck
Hardhead

New Zealand scaup

Scientific name
Spheniscus magellanicus
Phaethon rubricauda
Phaethon lepturus
Pelecanus conspicillatus
Morus capensis

Morus serrator

Sula leucogaster

Sula dactylatra
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax varius
Phalacrocorax sulcirostris
Phalacrocorax melanoleucos
Leucocarbo chalconotus
Leucocarbo carunculatus
Leucocarbo onslowi
Leucocarbo ranfurlyi
Leucocarbo colensoi
Leucocarbo campbelli
Stictocarbo punctatus
Stictocarbo featherstoni
Anhinga anhinga
Fregata minor

Fregata ariel

Egretta novaehollandiae
Egretta garzetta

Egretta sacra

Ardea pacifica

Ardea alba

Ardea intermedia

Ardea ibis

Nycticorax caledonicus
Botaurus poiciloptilus
Ixobrychus minutus
Plegadis falcinellus
Threskiornis molucca
Threskiornis spinicollis
Platalea regia

Platalea flavipes
Dendrocygna eytoni
Cygnus olor

Cygnus atratus

Anser anser

Branta canadensis
Cereopsis novaehollandiae
Tadorna tadornoides
Tadorna variegata
Chenonetta jubata
Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos
Anas platyrhynchos
Anas superciliosa

Anas gracilis

Anas castanea

Anas chlorotis

Anas aucklandica

Anas nesiotus

Anas rhynchotis

Anas clypeata

Anas acuta

Malacorhynchus membranaceus

Aythya australis
Aythya novaeseelandiae
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Common name
Black kite

Swamp (Australasian) harrier
New Zealand falcon
Nankeen (Australian) kestrel
Chukar

Red-legged partridge

Grey partridge

Brown quail

Feral chicken (red junglefowl)
Common (ring-necked) pheasant
Golden pheasant

Indian peafowl! (peacock)
Wild turkey

California quail

Northern bobwhite
Helmeted guineafow!

Weka

Buff-banded (banded) rail
Auckland Island rail
Baillon's (marsh) crake
Spotless crake

Pukeko (purple swamphen)
South Island takahe

Dusky moorhen
Black-tailed native-hen
Common coot

Latham's (Japanese) snipe
Chatham Island snipe
Snares Island snipe
Iredale's (Stewart Island) snipe
Sub-antarctic snipe
Black-tailed godwit
Hudsonian godwit
Bar-tailed godwit

Little curlew

Whimbrel

Bristle-thighed curlew
Eastern curlew

Upland sandpiper

Marsh sandpiper

Common greenshank
Lesser yellowlegs

Terek sandpiper

Common sandpiper
Grey-tailed (Siberian) tattler
Wandering tattler

Ruddy turnstone

Asian dowitcher

Great knot

Red (lesser) knot
Sanderling

Western sandpiper

Little stint

Red-necked stint
Long-toed stint
White-rumped sandpiper
Baird's sandpiper

Pectoral sandpiper
Sharp-tailed sandpiper
Dunlin

Curlew sandpiper

Scientific name
Milvus migrans

Circus approximans
Falco novaeseelandiae
Falco cenchroides
Alectoris chukar
Alectoris rufa

Perdix perdix

Coturnix ypsilophora
Gallus gallus
Phasianus colchicus
Crysolophus pictus
Pavo cristatus
Meleagris gallopavo
Callipepla californica
Colinus virginianus
Numida meleagris
Gallirallus australis
Gallirallus philippensis
Dryolimnas muelleri
Porzana pusilla
Porzana tabuensis
Porphyrio melanotus
Porphyrio hochstetteri
Gallinula tenebrosa
Gallinula ventralis
Fulica atra

Gallinago hardwickii
Coenocorypha pusilla
Coenocorypha huegeli
Coenocorypha iredalei
Coenocorypha aucklandica
Limosa limosa

Limosa haemastica
Limosa lapponica
Numenius minutus
Numenius phaeopus
Numenius tahitiensis
Numenius madagascariensis
Bartramia longicauda
Tringa stagnatilis
Tringa nebularia
Tringa flavipes

Tringa cinerea

Tringa hypoleucos
Tringa brevipes

Tringa incana
Arenaria interpres
Limnodromus semipalmatus
Calidris tenuirostris
Calidris canutus
Calidris alba

Calidris mauri

Calidris minuta
Calidris ruficollis
Calidris subminuta
Calidris fuscicollis
Calidris bairdii

Calidris melanotos
Calidris acuminata
Calidris alpina

Calidris ferruginea
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Common name
Stilt sandpiper

Broad-billed sandpiper

Ruff

Wilson's phalarope
Red-necked phalarope

Grey (red) phalarope

Painted snipe

South Island oystercatcher
Variable oystercatcher
Chatham Island oystercatcher
Pied (black-winged) stilt
Black stilt

Red-necked avocet

Pacific golden plover
American golden plover

Grey plover

New Zealand plover (dotterel)
Semi-palmated plover
Red-capped dotterel

Banded dotterel (double-banded plover)

Auckland Island banded dotterel
Lesser sand (Mongolian) plover
Greater sand plover

Oriental plover

Black-fronted dotterel
Red-kneed dotterel

Shore plover

Wrybill

Masked lapwing (spur-winged plover,
Oriental pratincole

Brown skua

South Polar skua

Pomarine jaeger

Parasitic jaeger (Arctic skua)
Long-tailed jaeger
Black-backed (kelp) gull
Red-billed gull

Black-billed gull

Franklin's gull

Gull-billed tern

Caspian tern

Crested tern

White-fronted tern

Common tern

Arctic tern

Antarctic tern

Little tern

Fairy tern

Sooty tern

Bridled tern

Black-fronted tern
Whiskered tern
White-winged black tern
Common (brown) noddy
Black noddy

Grey ternlet (blue noddy)
White tern

New Zealand pigeon
Chatham Island pigeon
Rock (feral) pigeon

African (Barbary) collared-dove

The 'Official' New Zealand Birder's checklist

Scientific name
Micropalama himantopus
Limicola falcinellus
Philomachus pugnax
Steganopus tricolor
Phalaropus lobatus
Phalaropus fulicarius
Rostratula benghalensis
Haematopus finschi
Haematopus unicolor
Haematopus chathamensis
Himantopus himantopus
Himantopus novaezelandiae
Recurvirostra novaehollandiae
Pluvialis fulva

Pluvialis dominica
Pluvialis squatarola
Charadrius obscurus
Charadrius semipalmatus
Charadrius ruficapillus
Charadrius bicinctus
Charadrius exilis
Charadrius mongolus
Charadrius leschenaultii
Charadrius veredus
Charadrius melanops
Erythrogonys cinctus
Thinornis novaeseelandiae
Anarhynchus frontalis
Vanellus miles

Glareola maldivarum
Catharacta lonnbergi
Catharacta maccormicki
Stercorarius pomarinus
Stercorarius parasiticus
Stercorarius longicaudus
Larus dominicanus

Larus scopulinus

Larus bulleri

Larus pipixcan

Sterna nilotica

Sterna caspia

Sterna bergii

Sterna striata

Sterna hirundo

Sterna paradisaea
Sterna vittata

Sterna albifrons

Sterna nereis

Sterna fuscata

Sterna anaethetus
Sterna albostriata
Chlidonias hybridus
Chlidonias leucopterus
Anous stolidus

Anous minutus
Procelsterna albivitta
Gyqgis alba

Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae
Hemiphaga chathamensis
Columba livia
Streptopelia roseogrisea

Status
Vagnt
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Rare
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Common name
Spotted dove

Galah

Sulphur-crested cockatoo
Kakapo

New Zealand kaka

Kea

Crimson rosella

Eastern rosella
Red-crowned parakeet
Hochstetter's parakeet
Yellow-crowned parakeel
Orange-fronted (-crowned) parakeet
Forbes' parakeet
Antipodes parakeet
Oriental cuckoo

Pallid cuckoo

Fan-tailed cuckoo
Shining bronze-cuckoo
Common koel
Long-tailed koel (cuckoo)
Channel-billed cuckoo
Morepork

Little owl

Barn owl

White-throated needletail (spine-tailed swift)

Fork-tailed swift

Laughing kookaburra
Sacred kingfisher
Dollarbird

Rifleman

Stead's bush wren

Rock (South Island) wren
Sky lark

Welcome swallow

Tree martin

Fairy martin

Australian reed warbler
New Zealand pipit
Chatham Island pipit
Sub-Antarctic pipit
Black-faced cuckoo-shrike
White-winged friller
Red-vented bulbul
Dunnock

Common blackbird

Song thrush

New Zealand fernbird
Whitehead

Yellowhead

New Zealand brown creeper
Grey gerygone (warbler)
Chatham Island gerygone (warbler’
Black-faced monarch
Satin flycatcher

Grey fantail

Willie wagtail

South Island tomtit

North Island tomtit

South Island robin

North Island robin
Chatham lIsland black robin

The 'Official' New Zealand Birder's checklist

Scientific name
Streptopelia chinensis
Eolophus roseicapilla
Cacatua galerita
Strigops habroptilus
Nestor meridionalis
Nestor notabilis
Platycercus elegans
Platycercus eximius
Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae
Cyanoramphus hochstetteri
Cyanoramphus auriceps
Cyanoramphus malherbi
Cyanoramphus forbesi
Cyanoramphus unicolor
Cuculus saturatus
Cuculus pallidus
Cacomantis flabelliformis
Chrysococcyx lucidus
Eudynamys scolopacea
Eudynamys taitensis
Scythrops novaehollandiae
Ninox novaeseelandiae
Athene noctua

Tyto alba

Hirundapus caudacutus
Apus pacificus

Dacelo novaeguineae
Todiramphus sanctus
Eurystomus orientalis
Acanthisitta chloris
Xenicus variabilis
Xenicus gilviventris
Alauda arvensis

Hirundo neoxena
Hirundo nigricans
Hirundo ariel
Acrocephalus australis
Anthus novaeseelandiae
Anthus chathamensis
Anthus aucklandicus
Coracina novaehollandiae
Lalage tricolor
Pycnonotus cafer
Prunella modularis
Turdus merula

Turdus philomelos
Megalurus punctata
Mohoua albicilla
Mohoua ochrocephala
Mohoua novaeseelandiae
Gerygone igata
Gerygone albofrontata
Monarcha melanopsis
Myiagra cyanoleuca
Rhipidura fuliginosa
Rhipidura leucophrys
Petroica macrocephala
Petroica toitoi

Petroica australis
Petroica longipes
Petroica traversi

Status

Uncmn
Rare
Uncmn
Rare
Loccomn
Loccomn
Rare
Loccomn
Loccomn
Loccomn
Loccomn
Rare
Loccomn
Loccomn
Vagnt
Vagnt
Vagnt
Cmn
Vagnt
Loccomn
Vagnt
Cmn
Loccomn
Native
Vagnt
Vagnt
Rare
Cmn
Vagnt
Loccomn
Extinct
Uncmn
Cmn
Cmn
Vagnt
Vagnt
Vagnt
Uncmn
Loccomn
Loccomn
Vagnt
Vagnt
Rare
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Loccomn
Loccomn
Rare
Loccomn
Cmn
Loccomn
Vagnt
Vagnt
Cmn
Vagnt
Cmn
Cmn
Uncmn
Uncmn
Rare
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Common name
Silvereye (waxeye)
Stitchbird

New Zealand bellbird
Tui

Yellowhammer

Cirl bunting

Chaffinch

European greenfinch
European goldfinch
Common redpoll

House sparrow
Common starling
Common myna

North Island kokako
South Island kokako
South Island saddleback
North Island saddleback
Masked woodswallow
White-browed woodswallow
Australian magpie

Rook

Scientific name
Zosterops lateralis

Notiomystis cincta
Anthornis melanura

Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae

Emberiza citrinella
Emberiza cirlus
Fringilla coelebs
Carduelis chloris
Carduelis carduelis
Carduelis flammea
Passer domesticus
Sturnus vulgaris
Acridotheres tristis
Callaeas wilsoni
Callaeas cinerea
Philesturnus carunculatus
Philesturnus rufusater
Artamus personatus
Artamus superciliosus
Gymnorhina tibicen
Corvus frugilegus

The 'Official' New Zealand Birder's checklist
Status

Cmn
Rare
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Uncmn
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Cmn
Loccomn
Rare
Rare
Rare
Rare
Vagnt
Vagnt
Cmn
Loccomn
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